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Mission Statement:  To discover and respond to our call 

TO KNOW JESUS     TO FOLLOW JESUS     TO SERVE JESUS 
in unique ministries. 

One Christmas Eve Service 

7:00 PM 

Because Christmas Eve is on a Saturday this year, Hope has moved to have one Christmas 

Eve service this year.  The service will be a 7:00 PM candle-lit service. 

In the past we have always had a second 11:00 PM candle-lit service as well.  But because 

Christmas morning is Sunday we thought it would be best to give members a chance to be at 

home, get sleep, and come again Sunday morning for our 10:00 AM worship service where 

we will sing simple guitar led Christmas carols and liturgy.  (Cathy will be away to her tradi-

tional extended family Christmas gathering.) 

Father Wetzel has invited all members of Hope, who absolutely want a late night candle-lit 

service, to attend Good Shepherd’s midnight Christmas Eve service.  (Good Shepherd will be 

commending Hope’s 7:00 PM service to their families who want an earlier service.) 

It is the true spirit of the season that our churches can work together.  This year’s Advent 

theme is “Prince of Peace.”  Indeed, our Prince of Peace teaches us to not compete and hoard 

our own, but instead leads us to share the wonder with the whole world. 

ñWhen they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them 

about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to 

them.ò  (Luke 2:17-18) 

We still have reason to be amazed! 

    Merry Christmas, 

    Pastor Joel 
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January Dates for Your Calendar Now 

 

    Three important events race out of the blocks this January.  Please consider coming. 

 

January 13th and 14th    ñCall Seminarò taught by Pastor Wendy 

 6:00 PM  Friday /  9:00 AM to 3:30 PM  Saturday 

 

 January 21  The NALC (North American Lutheran Church) North Texas Mission District meeting is Hope.  

Worship at 10:00 AM  

Hear about the latest NALC news from Rev. Chavez, the Executive Secretary of  

the NALC, and meet other NALC church members from the metroplex area. 

 Meeting at 11:00 AM 

 A light lunch will be served at noon. 

 

 

January 27-29   ñBecoming an Apprentice of Jesus Workshopò  

 

 King of Glory Lutheran Church, Dallas 

 

 Author, James Bryan Smith will be the lead presenter. 

 

 Friday at 7:00 PM 

 Saturday at 9:00 AM to 3:30 PM 

 

 See details at www.Kingofglory.com 
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INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM:  

Offerings minus Expensesé 

Actual YTD:  $14,680 (note: $7,077 is from prior year 

surplus) 

Budgeted YTD Income: $3,234  

Overall Balance for operations: $26,397(Cash less li-

abilities) (10/31/2011) 

Hope Deeply 

 

I love the scriptures.  The Apostle Paul said of them, “Everything that was written in the past was written to teach 

us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.ò  (Romans 15:4) 

Paul was speaking of the Old Testament.  How much more is it true of the New Testament!  Listen to what 

Zechariah said after the miracle consummation of the two most famous of children, Jesus and John. 

ñPraise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people.  He has raised up a 

horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), sal-

vation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us ï to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his 

holy covenant, the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to en-

able us to serve him without fear in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.ò 

Zechariah gave praise because the scriptures, “through endurance and encouragement”, spoke out loud and clear 

of the hope that was given to him and his family, and extended family (the house of Israel).  This word is to us as 

well, to we who have been grafted into the olive tree, to we who have a faith like that of Abraham’s.   

Jesus’ coming was a string of “long obedience in the same direction.”  The endurance of that “long 

obedience” teaches us and encourages us.  Be encouraged oh people, much loved.  God’s heart has 

been bending to you for a long, long time.  See how he was willing to even let his own heart be 

broken in his bending to you. 

Praise God, like Zechariah. 

Bless the Lord, like Mary. 

Be awestruck, like the shepherds. 

Live in wonder, like the people of Bethlehem when they heard the news on that awesome night. 

Hope deeply, seeing the endurance and the encouragement of the scriptures. 

 

 

         Merry Christmas, 

 

         Pastor Joel 
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LADIES---SAVE THE DATE 

The annual Ladies Christmas Brunch will be held Satur-

day, December 10 at 10:00 AM in the Hope Fellowship 

Hall.  A silent auction will be conducted to raise funds to 

support our missionaries.  Contributions for the auction 

such as baked goods, Christmas decorations, works of 

art, and arts and crafts are welcome.   Please consider 

what special creations you can donate to help the missionaries Hope Women have 

been supporting continue their work. The Gaultney family, who are members of our 

church, is currently in England where Victor is involved with Wycliffe Bible Trans-

lators.  Debbie Bunting is headquartered in Colorado Springs where she produces 

educational Christian films. The Gerharts are spreading the word of Christ in South 

Africa 

Our Fellowship Hall will be transformed into a winter wonderland and the meal 

will be prepared by Judy Knoll.  Ladies may bring favorite finger desserts.  Carolee 

Juergens will speak on The Other Wiseman.  Cathy Peterson will entertain at the 

keyboard. 

Invitations will be distributed and reservations may be made after Thanksgiving.  

Invite your friends to join us in this celebration of God’s greatest gift to us. 
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Time for 

Christmas Poinsettias! 

Be  sure  to  sign  up  for 

your  Christmas   Poinsettias  

in   the   Narthex.  By buying  a  

vibrant  red poinsettia  plant,  youõll  be 

able to help in the colorful decorating of our 

Sanctuary with the poinsettias thru the Christmas  

Eve Service.   Afterwards,  take it  home  to  beautify 

your own Home.  Order now to reserve your poinsettia. 

Please  make you  check out to Hope Lutheran  Church 

And mark it POINSETTIA in the memo.  Drop it in 

Karine Samerõs box or the offering plate by 

December 18th 

Altar Guild 

Thanks YOU! 

Be  sure  to  sign  up   
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Ordinary People:  A Seminar to Seek & Discover our Lord's Call. Friday, Jan. 13, 6:00 PM-

9:30PM & Saturday, Jan. 14, 9AM-3:30PM.  Registration & Dinner begins at 5:45PM. Live a 

deeper life with Jesus. Be a part of our Lord's plans. Transform people, places & problems with our 

Lord's power. Understand how you are custom designed in order to walk in conformity with Christ 

Jesus and His call in your work, family, community and church through all the transitions of life. 

Suggested donations: Adults $39 & Students $29... includes light supper, continental breakfast, 

lunch, snacks and books. Child care provided if requested. Taught by Pastor Wendy and Matthew 

Cleaver.  RSVP: Pastor Wendy or Debbie Rushbrook (mailbox or phone) 

 

Anointing with Oil & Prayer Ministry Training... are your interested in this training? A couple of 

people are interested, and others are invited to join.  We will design the workshop time around you. 

Indicate your interest to Pastor Joel or Pastor Wendy. 

 

Coming to Hope... June 10-13, 2012... Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba, a powerful Lutheran evangelist 

from Ethiopia who has preached around the world! More details to come! Check him out on  

you tube. 

 

GREAT GIFTS: Pastor Wendy's book, Custom Designed: A Life Worthy of the Call. ($14 in-

cludes tax) & the companion spiritual journal, Custom Designed Reflection Guide ($17)  Avail-

able on Sunday mornings in December 
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Church Building Usage 

In an effort to make sure that the 

building schedule is coordinated amongst the 

many groups that use our building, please 

schedule all events through the church secre-

tary, Karine Samer. You can find a form to 

reserve the building, along with a detailed 

description of our procedure, at 

www.hopelutheran.net/calendar. 

Timothy Project Bible Wednesdays at 

7:15PM  "All Scripture is inspired by God and is 

profitable for teaching, reproof and training in 

righteousness so that the person of God might be 

equipped for every good work."  2 Timothy 3:16 

(hence, the name:  Timothy Project)  We will be-

gin an in depth study of the four Gospels so that 

we can be TRUE disciples of Jesus... listening, 

learning from Him and letting go to surrender to 

Him as our Lord in all things. 

 

As always, we will constantly be asking:  What is 

our Lord doing in your life?  What is He speaking 

to you?  Learn to listen for our Lord's personal and 

practical guidance through His word and to be a 

faithful student of the Holy Scriptures. 

http://www.hopelutheran.net/calendar/
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Sunday Schedule: 
  

Sunday School (All Ages) ~ 9:00 AM  

Worship ~ 10:00 AM  

 

Wednesday Night Activities: 

5:30-6:30 PM—Reconfirmed (high school) 

5:45PM—Pizza Dinner ($3 per person) 

6:15-7:15PM—Confirmation  

6:15-7:00PM—Wed. Night Prayer & Communion 

7:15-8:30PM—Timothy Project Bible Study 

7:30-8:30PM—Adult Choir 

Newsletter Articles Deadline  é 
The date is: December 18th   

Please email your articles as an  

attachment  to:             

hopesecretary@sbcglobal.net 

December 2011 Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 Christmas 

Cantata  

5 6 NO Faith  

Circle 

7 8 9 10 Womenôs 

Christmas 

Brunch 

 10AM 

11 Council  

Meeting 

 

12 13 14 15 16 
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18 19 20 21 NO  

Wednesday 

Night Activities 

22 23 24 Christmas 

Eve Candle 

Light Service 

25 Christmas 

Day 

Service 10 AM 

26 27 28 NO 

Wednesday 

Night Activities 

29 30 31 New Years 

Eve 

Out   Of     Town 

  Pastors  
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Memorials and Designated Giving 

Below is a list of designated funds at Hope used to pay for expenses or support ministries not included in our annual 

budget. You may donate to any of the funds below by designating your offering or memorial to the appropriate fund. 

Numbers below are as of 10/31/2011. 

Fund Name Purpose Balance 
Donated 

YTD 

Altar Guild Extra expenses related to worship not covered in monthly operating 

budget. Examples of  items bought are new altar paraments and ban-

ners. 

$ 1853.72 $ 0.00 

Bereavement Pay for food for funerals. $ 411.42 $ 0.00 

Briarwood Sent directly to Briarwood Retreat Center, the camping ministry of our 

synod, to support their ministry and operations. This fund balance is 

kept at zero. Money is sent in as it is received. 

$ 

$ 

0.00 

 

$ 0.00 

Cedar Hill 

Food Pantry 

Sent directly to the Cedar Hill Food Pantry. This fund balance is kept at 

zero. Money is sent in as it is received. 

$ 

$ 

0.00 

 

$ 695 

Computer  

Upgrades 

Upgrade computer equipment, including the computer in the sanctuary 

used for Sunday morning PowerPoint. 

$ 13.77 $ 650 

Council Used at the discretion of the Church Council. $ 100.19 $ 0.00 

Council-

Outreach 

Used at the discretion of the Church Council for outreach. $ 351.30 $ 0.00 

Front sign 

Flowerbed 

Maintain and improve the area around the front church sign. $ 622.24 $ 0.00 

Lawnmower Replace a worn-out lawn mower at church.  $ 2,200.00 $ 2,200 

Library Purchase new books as needed. $ 69.08 $ 0.00 

Lutheran 

World Relief 

Sent directly to Lutheran World Relief to support their ministry and op-

erations. This fund balance is kept at zero. Money is sent in as it is re-

ceived. 

$ 0.00 

 

$ 00.00 

Ministry  

Development 

Develop new ministries at our church. For instance, this Fund was used 

to send people to Stephen’s Ministry training. 

$ 2,272.97 $ 100 

Sierra Leone Sent directly to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone to 

support their ministry and operations. This fund balance is kept at zero. 

Money is sent in as it is received. 

$ 

 

0.00 

 

$ 361 

Sound  

System 

Maintain and upgrade sound system.  $ 1,113.08 $ 0.00 

Sunday School-

missions 

Used to support Nedie, a thirteen year old girl from Haiti that we have 

supported for many, many years through Compassion International. Our 

commitment is $38 a month.  

$ 6.46 $ 438 

Youth  

General 

General youth ministry expenses. Often used to give scholarships to 

youth who cannot afford to attend certain events. 

$ 18.02 $ 1,590 

Youth  

Mission 

Supports the cost of the summer youth mission trip. $ (98.53) $ 2,259 
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Norman Emmons  

2210 Stafford Drive 

Arlington, Texas 76012-4141 

817.461.4540 

n-emmons@sbcglobal.net 

 

Brenda Kyle 

422 Morning Dove Drive 

Duncanville, TX 75137 

972-296-6244 

 

Valerie Peterson 

1600 S. Main Street # 328 

Duncanville, TX 75137 

972-780-0686 

vwpeterson@sbcglobal.net 

 

Dick and Joanna Snow 

Walnut Creek Assisted Living 

2281 County Club Blvd Rm.# 137 

Mansfield, TX 76063-6607 

817.729.1688 

mjsnomom@aol.com 

 

Clay York 

1431 Birdwood Drive 

Duncanville, TX 75137 

972-298-7115 

bnbyork@sbcglobal.net 
 

Friends of Hope 

 
Carolyn Gibbons 

954 Cresthill Drive 

Cedar Hill, TX 75104 

972-293-3439 

Cant_tx@sbcglobal.net 
 

Joe & Karine Samer  

1114 Noblewood Dr. 

Glenn Heights, TX 75115 

frozenwonder@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

  

Prayers and Words of Encouragement 

Our homebound members and friends enjoy 

visits, calls and cards.  Please take a few 

minutes out for those who can no longer get 

out and about. 

 

 

Homebound Residents 
 

Janet Dinwiddie ~ also recovering from being hos-

pitalized  

Park Manor ~ Rm. 405B 

207 E. Parkerville Road 

DeSoto, TX 75115-6251 

972.223.6016 
 

 

George & Jackie Milyo 

2600 Parkview Lane #138 

Bedford, TX 76002-7989 
 

In the hospital ~   

 

Recovering at home ~  
 

Bob Sparr 

P. O. Box 405 

DeSoto, Texas 75154-1452 
bob752@att.net 

 

Mike Purkiss 

531 Sharp Drive 

DeSoto, TX 75115-5511 

972-223-6509 

mp2809@swbell.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
These members appreciate your prayers 
and words of encouragement. 
 

Marv Christensen 

812 Vince Lane 

DeSoto, TX 75115-4410 

972.223.5172 

marvinchristensen@att.net 

 

Fran Christensen 

Park Manor 

207 E. Parkerville Road Rm. #211 

DeSoto, TX 75115-6251 
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December Anniversaries  

 

Kobey & Stephanie Juergens  12/04 

Sam & Marcia Drane  12/10 

John & Candy Moltz  12/16 

Victor & Sara Gaultney  12/22 

Jim & Carol Nichols  12/27 

John & Kelly Johnson  12/28 

 

December Birthdays 

 

Erin Slayton  12/01 

Kathy Purkiss  12/02 

Rachel Yedlowski  12/06 

Alicia Cleaver  12/08 

Ed Longstreet  12/08 

Deanna Gibson  12/12 

Richard Grace  12/21 

Angie Sparr  12/24 

Janet Dinwiddie  12/27 

Kimberly Armistead  12/28 

Diane Nickel  12/28 

 

Hope Ladies  

Christmas Brunch 
 

Saturday December 10   

10:00 AM       

Church Fellowship Hall  
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    Hope  

    Lutheran  

   Church 
917 Straus Road 

Cedar Hill Texas 75104 

www.hopelutheran.net 

 

 
Return Service Requested 

HOPE LUTHERANôS 

Important Events During  

DECEMBER 
 

December  4 ~ Hope Christmas Cantata 

   With Hope Choir and Chimes! 

   10:00 AM Service  

     

December 10  ~ Ladies Christmas Brunch  

      At Hope at 10:00 AM 

  

December 24 ~  Christmas Eve Service 7:00PM 

 

December 25 ~ Christmas Day Service at 10:00AM 

 

December 31 ~ New Years Eve 

 

January 1 ~ New Year Day Service at 10:00 AM 


