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Thanksgiving Leads Nicely into Advent
For our Thanksgiving service I wrote four meditations on the texts for
the day. You may read one of those in this newsletter. It expresses in
poetry what I am saying now.
Thanksgiving leads nicely into Advent. The giving of thanks is so important that we lay a
day aside to highlight it and to provide a time we can all do it together. In this day of pre and
post -election strife it is nice we can do some things together as a nation.
It had been years since I had gone home to Iowa for Thanksgiving. At the meal with my parents and one brother and one sister and nieces and nephew and one nieces’ boyfriend and one
nieces’ daughter present, at the beckoning of one niece we all went around the table and said
some things we were thankful for. That simple action set the day off. It put a cherry on top
of an already wonderful moment.
Though Christmas hardly seemed near at all, despite all the ads on TV, suddenly Advent
seemed to be at hand.
Empty ritual is silly. But engaged ritual is powerful. Now we are in Advent. And it is powerful if we will enter in. I experienced this at the lighting
of our first Advent candle at church. What felt to be a
long way off suddenly seemed near.
The texts of Jesus’ coming, and second coming fill the
Advent lectionary. Enter in. It is “nearer now than
when (we) first believed.” Advent will convince us of
this.

Pastor Joel
Mission Statement: To discover and respond to our call

TO KNOW JESUS

TO FOLLOW JESUS
in unique ministries.

TO SERVE JESUS

Thanksgiving Meditation
“Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, into his courts with praise.”
Psalm 100:4
The giving of thanks brings us to a door
Before thanks is given the door is shut
It is a substantial door… thick and heavy
Until we give thanks the door is closed
Gratitude swings wide those gates
Ingratitude yokes us to distraction and latches the door fast
Ungratefulness causes the hinges to rust
Lacked-appreciation makes the door jamb stick
Before us is a door.
Do you want to enter?
What is behind that door?
Behind that door is a courtyard
Where we come together
In that courtyard is relationship
Is touched hearts… is a shared meal… is acceptance and forgiveness
Is mother and father, sister and brother, neighbor and acquaintance
Is a village, a town, even a city
In that courtyard is responsibility
Do you want to enter?
And in that court is a relationship with God
A God who loves you, and forgives you, has hopes for you and calls you into those hopes
Behind that door is Advent
And there your name is called
In the court we come together as a group… but God calls your name individually.
“Abraham, Abraham,” he said. “Put down the knife.”
“Mary,” he said, after asking ‘whom do you seek?’
“Saul, Saul,” he said. “Why do you persecute me?” Then he called him Paul.
He calls out your name as well.
Do you want to enter the gate?
Give thanks to the Lord
Without thanks the door grows over with vines
And after a while we forget it is there altogether.
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How will YOU intentionally invite Jesus to “transform and train” you as His disciple?
DEVOTIONALS are available on the Narthex (lobby) table! ALL NEWCOMERS are WELCOME!
SUNDAYS:
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL, 9 AM
TUESDAYS:
TIMOTHY PROJECT BIBLE Study: Tuesday mornings, 10AM
Dec. 6 & 13; No Study: Dec. 20, 27 & Jan. 3; Resuming on Jan. 10
 Reading and Studying the entire Bible over three years: This year, we will be studying the prophetic writings of the Old Testament. No Bible experience needed. Taught by Pastor Wendy.
 Recognize the personal practical voice of Jesus in His word.
 Learn a simple thorough study method to fully understand Scripture.
 Listen and Get to Know Jesus! Practice Praying! NEWCOMERS are always welcome.
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (hence, the name: “Timothy Project” Bible Study)
THURSDAYS:
THE APPRENTICE SERIES: Growing with Jesus in the Good and Beautiful Community
 Thursdays, 7PM: Dec. 8 & 15; No Study: Dec. 22, 29 & Jan. 5; Resuming on Jan. 12
 Using Scripture, soul training exercises, comfortable conversation, we will continue on with our
studies and now will begin the third book in the series: “The Good and Beautiful Community” by
James Bryan Smith (available on Amazon). This is an awesome opportunity to deepen your prayer
life, hear personally from Jesus in His word and allow Him to transform our relationships into His
image, will and ways. NEWCOMERS are always welcome!
NALC (North American Lutheran Church) TRAINING WEBINARS:
Great opportunities to grow in being an effective person, continuing the mission and ministry of Jesus!
Dec. 7, 10am, “Why Church Planting?” by Rev. Dr. Gemechis Buba, 10 am CST
Click

link to join webinar: http://bit.ly/2bGwjxS

WATCH for more opportunities in the new year!
TIME OF QUIET: Recognizing Jesus Speaking to You! Stay tuned for date and time!
Do you know how to recognize the personal practical voice of Jesus? In John 10:4, Jesus
taught: “the sheep follow the good shepherd, for they know his voice.” Jesus speaks His
word to us in four ways: written word (Scriptures), spoken word, (e.g., preaching), revealed word (“still small voice”), and the “Word made flesh.” Sometime soon, we will
spend a day, listening for Jesus’ personal practical voice and using time-tested practices
that have been used throughout history for recognizing Jesus’ personal voice.
If needed, contact Pastor Wendy (pastor.wendy@sbcglobal.net) or Pastor Joel!
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Christmas Eve Service
Time for
Christmas Poinsettias!
Be sure to sign up for
your Christmas Poinsettias
in the Narthex. By buying a
vibrant red poinsettia plant, you’ll be
able to help in the colorful decorating of our
Sanctuary with the poinsettias thru the Christmas

December 24th, 7:00 pm
Carols. Good tidings of great news.
The gospel preached.
Candles in each person’s hand.
Candles on stands.
Christmas decorations.
Poinsettias
Invite your friends!

Eve Service. Afterwards, take it home to beautify
your own Home. Order now to reserve your poin-

Adult Sunday School

settia. Please make your check out to Hope Luth-

The Advent of the Prophet

eran Church. And mark it POINSETTIA in the
memo. Drop it in Karine Samer’s box or the offering plate by:

December 18th
Altar Guild
Thanks YOU!
Be sure to sign up
Your poinsettia may be given in honor or
memory of someone or an event. Check the
sign up sheet for details.
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Throughout the Advent season, starting November
27th, we will look at prophets through the scriptures
from the Old Testament through the New Testament. The list will include some surprising names:
Abel, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Moses, John the
Baptist. The list will include women and men,
young and old.
The class will include questions such as “which
prophet prophesied the most about Jesus?” “Are
there still prophets today?” “How do we discern a
prophet’s message?”
The class will help us prepare the Christmas Season.

Psalm 7:9 ~

10
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Bring to an end the violence of the
wicked and make the righteous secure—you, the righteous God who
probes minds and hearts. .””
Contributor: Kathy Longstreet

LADIES---SAVE THE DATE
The annual Ladies Christmas Brunch
will be held Saturday, December 3rd
at 10:00 AM in the Hope Fellowship
Hall. A silent auction will be conducted to raise funds to support our
missionaries. Contributions for the auction such as
baked goods, Christmas decorations, works of art, and
arts and crafts are welcome. Please consider what special creations you can donate to help the missionaries
Hope Women have been supporting continue their
work. The Gaultney family, who are members of our
church, is currently in England where Victor is involved with Wycliffe Bible Translators. Debbie Bunting is headquartered in Colorado Springs where she
produces educational Christian films. The Gerharts are
in Zimbabwe.
A brunch will be served and ladies may bring favorite
finger desserts.
A sign-up sheet will be on the bulletin board in the narthex. Invite your friends to join us in this celebration
of God’s greatest gift to us.

I'm sorry it took me so long, but I do
want to thank you all for your
thoughts, prayers and gifts through out
the time that Steve was sick and after
his passing. Thank you so much for the
kindness and loving support. I could
not have made it without all of you.
With love,
Brenda Kenyon
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Prayers and Words of Encouragement
Recovering at home ~
Wayne Eastman
614 West Ridge Drive
Duncanville, Texas 75115-3176
Gail Riggins
1217 Reeves Lane
Cedar Hill, Texas 75104-7307
214.546.6119
gail.riggins@yahoo.com

December
Anniversaries
John & Candy Moltz
Victor & Sara Gaultney

12/16
12/22

Birthdays
In the hospital ~ no one
These members appreciate your prayers and
words of encouragement.

Marian Black
Horizon Bay
355 W. Westchester Pkwy, #A207
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
214.235.0371
Marv Christensen
812 Vince Lane
DeSoto, TX 75115-4410
972.223.5172
Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net
Herb Fechner
235 Pleasant Run Road, Apt. 117
Cedar Hill, TX 75104-5439

Our homebound members and friends enjoy
visits, calls and cards. Please take a few
minutes out for those who can no longer get
out and about.
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Kathy Purkiss
Rachel Reed
Ed Longstreet
Richard Grace

INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM:
From October, 2016:
Hope has taken in $ 104,204
Hope has spent
$ 110,679
Net Income

$ < 6,475>

Available for operations $ 10,880

12/02
12/06
12/08
12/21

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 No Apprentice Series

2

3 Ladies’
Christmas
Brunch
10 am

4

5

6

7 NALC Training Webinars
10 am

8

9

10

11

12

13 No Faith
Circle

14

15

16

17

18 Last Day to
order Poinsettias

19

20
No Timothy
Project

21

22 No Apprentice Series

23 No Friday
Night Prayer

24 Candle Lite
Service 7pm

25 No Sunday
School

26

27 No Timothy
Project

28

29 No Apprentice Series

30

31 New Year’s
Eve

Sunday Schedule:
Sunday School ~ 9:00 AM
Worship ~ 10:00 AM
Children’s Sunday School ~ 11:15 PM

Weekly Activities:
Tuesday:
Timothy Project
Thursday:
Apprentice Series
Friday:
Friday Night Prayer at Hope

10:00 AM
7:00 PM
10:00 PM
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Hope
Lutheran
Church
917 Straus Road
Cedar Hill Texas 75104
www.hopelutheran.net

Go to Germany in 2017! 500th Anniversary of the Reformation
In 2017, it will be 500 years since Martin Luther posted 95 ideas (theses) for debate on the church door in
a small town in Germany in 1517, launching what is known as the “Reformation.”

You are invited!
The trip dates are April 24 – May 4 2017.
Pre-trip dates to Italy are April 20-24.
A unique and amazing opportunity awaits you to travel with Dr. Walter Sundberg, retired professor of
Church History from Luther Seminary of St. Paul, MN. You could plan your own tour, but you would not be
able to travel to these sights aided by the insights of a very dynamic, thoughtful and knowledgable teacher
like Dr. Sundberg. Dr. Sundberg will teach at all the Reformation historical sites. He will also teach on a
pre-trip to Rome, Florence and Venice, recounting the history leading to the Reformation. The trip will end
in Berlin. Throughout the trip, conversation will be encouraged to consider the implications of the Reformation insights for our time. In the midst of the trip, “Martin and Katy Luther” played by Johan and Sonja
Hinderlie will be offering humorous and insightful dramas along the way. Johan and Sonja are the retired
directors of Mount Carmel Ministries, a Lutheran Bible camp and former summer campus of Lutheran Bible Institute, located in Alexandria, MN. Pastors Joel and Wendy have been asked to be a part of tour to
Germany in 2017. More detailed information along with registration information is available on our website
at: http://www.hopelutheran.net/2016/01/28/go-to-germany-in-2017-500th-anniversary-of-reformation/
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