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Take a Deep Breath
It is time to take a deep breath. It is time the presidential campaign heat
now cools. The following are thoughts and prayers encouraging just that.

Pastor Joel
This thoughtful, biblical prayer was written by Duke Kwon, who pastors
Grace Meridian Hill, a church in the Washington, DC area.
In a moment, I will share with you my very favorite prayer offered after
the inauguration of our new president. But first, a few things to establish
the tone. Mr. Trump is neither the savior nor the devil. He is a frail,
fallen, fearfully and wonderfully made and broken and boastful and image bearing and imperfect and talented and sinful and misguided and intelligent and rude and brash and inflammatory and paradoxical man
whom God decided — in his infinite (and, indeed, mysterious) wisdom —
should occupy the most powerful office in the world.
Whatever hope some might be placing in Mr. Trump to be the answer to
the world’s problems, such hope is misdirected, as only Jesus has the
power to change the world with all of its complexities and social problems
and thorns and thistles. Conversely, whatever crippling despair others
might be feeling over Mr. Trump fails to account for the fact that Jesus is
still firmly seated on his throne, holding the hearts of all kings in his
hands, including this one.
This is not to say that for Mr. Trump’s supporters, there is absolutely
nothing positive to celebrate about his new role as president (there are
some legitimate positives). Nor is it to say that for those who have deep
(Continued on page 2.)
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concerns about Mr. Trump’s new role, there is nothing to be concerned or
bothered by (there are some legitimate concerns).
The sole question I would like to address here is, what is the Christian’s role,
and what should be the Christian’s posture, toward a new president — toward any president? The answer is, on the top level at least, the same for Mr.
Trump as it is for each and every leader before and after him. Meaning…
First, our baseline should be to pray for Mr. Trump and all national, state,
and local leaders as the Scriptures lead us to do. Let’s affirm him when he
makes decisions and supports initiatives that help advance the common good.
Let’s refrain from insulting him personally, but look for ways to speak respectfully because of the office he occupies, in a similar way that young David insisted, “I will not raise my hand against my lord; for he is the Lord’s
anointed.” (2 Samuel 24:10) Of course later on, it was the Lord himself who
rejected Saul as King, but until such time, David, out of respect for God’s sovereign care over all of history, looked past the man Saul to the office he occupied, and, more importantly, to the God who saw fit for Saul to fill that office
for a time.
Second, where a more prophetic voice is called for, let’s speak truth to power
(note the combination of both honor and prophetic, confrontational concern in
David toward Saul in 1 Samuel 24:8-15) — in some cases even resisting and
confronting policies and directives where conscience requires, especially where
the unborn and born vulnerable are made more vulnerable and the voiceless
are kept silent. And yet, because of the office held by the man, Christians especially must always do so with honor and dignity and respect. Daniel demonstrates this honoring posture with Babylon’s Nebuchadnezzar, for example,
while also refusing to submit to the king’s idolatrous laws, at great cost to
himself. And there is of course Peter and Paul, who wrote that Christians
should look for every opportunity to show honor to Rome’s self-serving, selfexalting, citizen exploiting Caesar, even as they refused to pledge ultimate allegiance (for only Jesus can rightly command such loyalty), which ended up
costing them their lives. With this teaching from Scripture, Christians should
have great pause about ever participating in “Not My President!” speech concerning a man that Scripture says is a leader God, as the Orchestrator of history (His-Story), has appointed through an election process, for this next season of history…
[God] changes times and seasons;
he deposes kings and raises up others.
(Daniel 2:21)
(Continued on page 3.)
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Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority
except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been
established by God…Give to everyone what you owe them…if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. (Romans 13:1-7)
Many Christians, sadly, did not at all heed these biblical imperatives with the
previous Obama administration. Perhaps we can learn from that mistake, so
as not to repeat it, with this and all future administrations.
Finally, wherever government may fall short of achieving truth, beauty and
justice in the land — and this will always be the case until the Forever King
(Jesus) returns to occupy his cosmic throne — let’s be the kinds people that
our King has called us to be, regardless of who is in power. And if ever a government hands us lemons, let’s not be sour but instead seek to make lemonade. Let’s live as salt. And light. And a city on a hill that cannot be hidden.
Let’s live as those who are filled, renewed, and sent by the Spirit into the
world, that we may leave the world better than we found it. Lets bring hope
and relief and justice and belonging to the world in ways that government falls
short. To whatever degree possible, let’s live toward making government unnecessary by the way we spend our lives for the love of God and the flourishing of every neighbor. Let’s live in such a way that if the light of Christ in us
was suddenly removed from the places where we live, work, and play, the
world would notice and be sad about our absence. For as CS Lewis aptly said,
those who end up doing the most good for the present world are the ones who
think the most of the next. The citizens of Jesus and his kingdom, in other
words, must seek to be the very best and most life-giving citizens of earthly
kingdoms.
Now, without further adieu, I am pleased this week, with the author’s gracious
permission, to share the following post-inaugural prayer (with meditationworthy Scriptures cited throughout) created by my friend and Washington, DC
pastor, Duke Kwon…
GRACIOUS GOD,
We pray on behalf of our nation this day, as Mr. Donald Trump is sworn in as
the 45th President of the United States. Sovereign Lord, we “lift up our eyes to
you, to you who sit enthroned in heaven” (Ps. 123:1).
We pray for our new President (1 Tim. 2:1-3). As he takes the Oath of Office,
we pray he may do so with humility, a clear conscience, and due consideration of the weightiness of so solemn a responsibility (Jer. 4:2; Ps. 24:4).
(Continued on page 4.)
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As President Trump begins the execution of the Office, we ask that you would
bless him with “the fear of the Lord” — a reverent sense of dependency and
accountability that would become a well-spring of wisdom (Prov. 9:10). Please
protect the President from the many seductions of power: the will to “win” at
all costs (Mk. 10:42-45), retaliation towards enemies (Rom. 12:17-21), exploitation of the weak (Prov. 22:22), failures of faithfulness to one’s covenant of
marriage (Mal. 2:14). In particular, we ask that you would guard the President’s marriage. May his devotion to his wife Melania grow and flourish.
We ask that you would give the President the character and skill to lead our
nation effectively. Restrain all foolishness and evil in the meditations of his
heart, the words on his lips, and the work of his hands (2 Thess. 2:7; Eccl.
4:13; Matt. 15:18-19). Pour into his heart such virtues as prudence, compassion, and self-control (Gal. 5:22-23). Make him a lover of truth (Ps. 51:6).
Grant him grace to repent of wrongdoing when needed (2 Tim. 2:25). We also
ask that you surround the President with friends and advisors who are just
and wise (Prov. 19:20).
Please direct and “channel” the President’s heart, guiding it according to your
Word and will (Prov. 21:1). We pray that the policies of President Trump and
his administration would promote human flourishing in our nation and
around the world. We ask you to grant President Trump your justice and your
righteousness (Ps. 72:1, 12-14). In the coming four years, please protect the
most vulnerable and marginalized members of our nation, whether through
this administration’s policies and priorities or in spite of them. Send your
Spirit and pour out your loving-kindness upon the orphan (including the
functionally parentless), the poor, the immigrant and the refugee, the unborn,
the elderly, the racial minority (black and brown neighbors in particular), and
many others who are too often diminished and forgotten (Deut. 27:19; Ps.
139:13-16; Prov. 14:31; Zech. 7:10; Jas. 1:27). Indeed, we are bold to ask, by
your kind providence, that by the end of the term of this Presidency, our nation would be by certain measures more equitable, more compassionate, more
humble, more generous, and more alive to your great grace. Jesus, could you
please do this? Not because we are righteous or because we deserve it, but because of your mercy (Dan. 9:17-19).
We pray for ourselves, too. We ask that you would “inaugurate” in our hearts
a readiness to offer whatever honor that is due to his Office (Rom. 13:1-7; 1
Pet. 2:17) — not least, for those who are followers of Christ, by praying for the
President with earnest petitions and appropriate thanksgiving (1 Tim. 2:1-3).
Help us to remain zealous to do good (Gal. 6:9). Keep us vigilant against evil
(Rom. 12:21; Gen. 4:7).
(Continued on page 5.)
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Save us from both political triumphalism and apocalyptic despair. Sustain our
hunger and thirst for righteousness and grace (Matt. 5:3-6).
And we continue to pray for our nation’s healing after a terribly divisive election. Yes, we pray for civic unity, particularly among Christians of divergent
political persuasions (Jn. 17:20-21). But even more so, we ask for grace for
the process by which unity is forged. We pray for truth-telling, charity, empathy, repentance, and mutual understanding. We pray not for a negative peace
marked by an absence of tension or disagreement, but a positive peace
marked by the presence of hope, equity, and a Godward regard for one another as fellow image-bearers. Heal us, O Emmanuel.
O Lord, on this Inauguration Day we place neither our ultimate trust nor our
ultimate fears upon President Trump, a “mere mortal” whose heart is directed
and re-directed by your sovereign will (Prov. 21:1; Isa. 40:23; Ps. 56:4; 146:34; Matt. 10:28). “Others besides you have ruled over us, but you alone do we
worship” (Isa. 26:13). You are the King of the nations and the true Lord of history (Acts 17:26; Ps. 22:28; Isa. 40:21-24). Indeed, “you alone are God” (Ps.
86:10). So we gloat not; we despair not; we shrug not. King of kings, we place
all our hope and trust in you.
In the name of Christ and for his glory alone, AMEN.
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How will YOU intentionally invite Jesus to “transform and train” you as His disciple?
DEVOTIONALS are available on the Narthex (lobby) table! ALL NEWCOMERS are WELCOME!
SUNDAYS:
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL, 9 AM … Beginning to study the “ACTS of the Apostles!”
TUESDAYS:
TIMOTHY PROJECT BIBLE Study: Tuesday mornings, 10AM
 Reading and Studying the entire Bible over three years: This year, we will be studying the
prophetic writings of the Old Testament. No Bible experience needed. Taught by Pastor Wendy.
 Recognize the personal practical voice of Jesus in His word.
 Learn a simple thorough study method to fully understand Scripture.
 Listen and Get to Know Jesus! Practice Praying! NEWCOMERS are always welcome.
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (hence, the name: “Timothy Project” Bible Study)
THURSDAYS:
THE APPRENTICE SERIES: Growing with Jesus in the Good and Beautiful Community
 Thursdays, 7PM
 Using Scripture, soul training exercises, comfortable conversation, we will continue on with our
studies and now will begin the third book in the series: “The Good and Beautiful Community”
by James Bryan Smith (available on Amazon). This is an awesome opportunity to deepen your
prayer life, hear personally from Jesus in His word and allow Him to transform our relationships
into His image, will and ways. NEWCOMERS are always welcome!
TIME OF QUIET: Recognizing Jesus Speaking to You! Stay tuned for date and time! Do you know how to
recognize the personal practical voice of Jesus? In John 10:4, Jesus taught: “the sheep follow the good shepherd,
for they know his voice.” Jesus speaks His word to us in four ways: written word (Scriptures), spoken word,
(e.g., preaching), revealed word (“still small voice”), and the “Word made flesh.” Sometime soon, we will
spend a day, listening for Jesus’ personal practical voice and using time-tested practices that have been used
throughout history for recognizing Jesus’ personal voice.
If needed, contact Pastor Wendy (pastor.wendy@sbcglobal.net) or Pastor Joel!
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Adult Sunday School
This February we will begin to study the book of Acts. After Jesus was raised from the dead
the disciples asked Jesus, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”
They had every right to wonder if this were not the case. Jesus’ life was decisive. Would not
his resurrected life be all the more decisive? But Jesus’ answer was, “It is not for you to know
the times and seasons…”
Then Jesus redirected their focus to the Holy Spirit. “But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes.” This redirected focus leads us to the title of the book of Acts. The book of Acts
title raises the question, “Acts of whom?” The answer to this question is: Acts of the Holy
Spirit; Acts of the risen Jesus; Acts of the Apostles through the power of the Holy Spirit and
hand in hand with the risen Jesus; All of the above.
Our time is no less in need of a decisive move of God. Come and study as we gain hope for the
church, our lives, our nation… even our world.
Secondly, this month’s Sunday School will be a good setup for Lent. The theme for Lent will be
Highlights from the Book of Acts. There are 28 chapters in the book of Acts. Each of the
seven weeks of Lent will focus on one of the four chapters from the division of 28 by 7. Lent
begins in March so we will have a chance to start looking at Acts more deeply, one chapter a
week, this February.
What will the Holy Spirit reveal for our church? Our lives? Our World? Come find out.

Pastor Joel

Question and Answer Session Scheduled for
February 19,
9:00 am
A question and answer session regarding leasing Hope’s building to a Day Care School is
scheduled for February 19th.
A number of good questions were raised at the January semi-annual meeting. We will attempt
to address those questions and all other questions raised at the meeting.
The meeting will be at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Corridor.
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One of my favorite verses:
Matthew 7:34 (NLT):
“So don't worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow
will bring its own worries. Today's trouble is
enough for today.”

Contributor: Lillian Radke

Faith circle meeting February 14, 7:30 pm.
Carolee leading our study in Jeremiah and study
title this time Daring to Hope in an unstable
World. Anandi Mohan is our hostess.
Thank you,
Lillian Ranke

INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM:
From December, 2016:
Hope has taken in $ 123,179
Hope has spent
$ 133,648
Net Income

$ < 10,469>

Available for operations $ 6,528
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Prayers and Words of Encouragement
Recovering at home ~
Gail Riggins
1217 Reeves Lane
Cedar Hill, Texas 75104-7307
214.546.6119
gail.riggins@yahoo.com

Our homebound members and
friends enjoy visits, calls and
cards. Please take a few minutes
out for those who can no longer
get out and about.

In the hospital ~ no one
John Moltz
2431 Clearview Drive
Midlothian, Texas 76065-5459
972.723.2932
jmoltz@aol.com
Carol Newman
401 Shadowwood Trail
Red Oak, Texas 75154-1425
972.217.1463
swissmiss1927@att.net
These members appreciate your prayers and
words of encouragement.

Marian Black
Horizon Bay
355 W. Westchester Pkwy, #A207
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
214.235.0371
Marv Christensen
812 Vince Lane
DeSoto, TX 75115-4410
972.223.5172
Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net

Thank you to my Hope family for
remembering Joe and I at Christmas. Your kind gift has help us
more than I can say. We also want
to thank you for your prayers, support and friendship throughout the
year. We truly do love all of you.
And you are a blessing to Joe and I.
Karine Samer

Herb Fechner
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5 Souper
Bowl Sunday

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14 Faith
Circle 7:30pm

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25 SeniorFest 2017

26

27

28

Sunday Schedule:
Sunday School ~ 9:00 AM *
Worship ~ 10:00 AM
First Sunday of each Month:
Intergenerational Sunday School ~ 11:15 AM*
* No Sunday School on the January 1st.
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Wed

Tuesday Morning: Timothy Project
10:00AM
Thursday: The Apprentice Series
7:00 PM
st
No Apprentice Series on 1 Thursday of the month.
Friday: Hope Prayer Time at Church
10:00 PM

February Anniversaries
Wayne & Paula Wooley

2/18

February Birthdays
Joe Yedlowski
Valerie Peterson
Elizabeth Bockarie
Marv Christensen
Kristine Clark

2/19
2/21
2/23
2/26
2/28

Adult Lutherans
Organized for Action

Senior Fest event planned for February 25
The North Texas SeniorFest 2017 will take place on February 25 at Resurrection
Lutheran Church in Plano. All Lutherans age 50+ are invited to attend. Rev. Dr.
Russell Vardell, pastor of First United Lutheran Church in Dallas, will be the primary speaker. He will speak on “Luther for Today” as we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017. In addition, participants may choose three of
seven workshops to attend dealing with various educational and inspirational topics. Registration is $25 per person. A registration brochure is available in the
church office. For additional information or to register, contact Rev. Dennis D.
Schurter at 940-565-8372 or email at aloasfdallas@gmail.com.
The North Texas Senior Fest is sponsored by ALOA – Adult Lutherans Organized
for Action, an inter-Lutheran movement that provides resources for older adult
ministry of the LCMS and ELCA. ALOA’s mission is to equip mature adults to
celebrate and serve.
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