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Mission Statement:  To discover and respond to our call 

TO KNOW JESUS     TO FOLLOW JESUS     TO SERVE JESUS 
in unique ministries. 

 

Taking the Anxiety out of Evangelism 

 Evangelism has two parts.  The first part is, ñEvangelism is caring whether people be-

lieve in Jesus or not.ò  So far, so good.  This first part probably doesnôt raise too much anxi-

ety in-and-of-itself.  However, anxiety is probably creeping in already.  You know there is a 

second part coming.    

 The second part of the sentence is ñand acting with that care.ò  Now the fear sets in. 

You instinctively knew there was more than an internal care.  There is something to do.  But 

what is that something?  It seems overwhelming to us. 

Be at peace.  Godôs answer is utterly peaceful.   

 ñAs Jesus commissioned the seventy-two disciples to go ahead of him, pro-

claiming the coming of the kingdom of  God, he gave them directions for how to 

proceed. 

 ñWhen you enter a house,  first say, óPeace to this house.ô  If a man of 

peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you.ò 

Jesusô message to his disciples then, and to us today, is that as we are walking in 

this world, we are to be on the lookout for a Person of Peace.  Who is this Person 

of Peace, and how do we recognize him? 

 Very simply, a Person of Peace is one who is prepared to hear the message 

of the kingdom and the King.  He is ready to receive what God will give you to 

say at that moment.  This should be our prayer as we venture forth each day.  

ñLord, bring into my path today a Person of Peace, and give me the grace to 

speak your words to this person.ò  One who is not a Person of Peace will not re-

ceive what you have to say.  We are not to belabor the issue.  Jesus says to shake 

the dust off your feet and move on.ò  (At this point I would add we are to care 

that this person believe in Jesus.        (Continued on next page) 
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(Continued from front page) 

And we are to act out of that care.  But that care will lead us to not speak words at this time.  

Move on.  Do not press the point.)  ñNo amount of coercion on our part can make someone become a 

Person of Peace.  This is the job of the Holy Spirit; he alone can prepare a heart to hear the 

Gospel.  Our job is to have our spiritual eyes open, looking for a Person of Peace to cross our 

path.ò  [Quote by Michael Breen from Building a Discipling Culture pp. 150-152] 

 Do you see how this can begin to take the anxiety out of evangelism?  This summer we are going to ex-

plore this together during Sunday School.  I will use Michaelôs book and a book given to me by Steven Ka-

nouse, (Bishop Kanouseôs brother) titled Unbinding the Gospel: Real Life Evangelism.   

 Come and grow in your care ñwhether people believe in Jesus or not.ò  And come also to 

find peaceful ways to ñact with that care.ò  I am looking forward to it!                     Pastor Joel 

Pulpit Supply 
 

 This June, our family will head north to Michigan to visit our first parish of eleven years.  It will be the 

first time I have been back for a church service since I left in 1999.  Iôm looking forward to seeing many 

friends. 

 Then our family will go to Okoboji Lutheran Bible camp for our traditional family vacation.  We have 

been attending family camp every year for the last 18 years.  It has always been a highlight of the year for our 

family.  This year we are thrilled that several families from Hope will be attending with us.  Also, we will be 

thrilled to see Stefan and Philip who will be working at camp this summer, along with Austin Hill who, like 

Philip, will be working as a Jr. Camp Counselor.  What a great experience for each of them! 

 While up north we will also see my parents in Iowa and Wendyôs mother and sister in Minnesota.   These 

are important family times and we appreciate the freedom to reconnect at each of these places. 

 While we are gone,  

June 20th  Melanie Jones will be preaching 

June 27th    Rev. Art Going, from Plano, will be presiding at the service and preaching 

(Wendy and I were on staff with Art in St. Louis before we came to Hope in 2000.  Art is a very good 

preacher and will conduct a Sunday School class on Missional Vision for churches.) 

July 4th       Matt will be preaching on this holiday Sunday.   



 

3 

 

 

Mark your calendar!  

Custom Designed ñCallò SEMINAR 
A Life Worthy of the Call 

June 14-17, 6-9 PM 

St. Anne Church, Desoto, TX 

June 17 Call LINK Training Event  

 

Through lifeôs many TRANSITIONS, specifically KNOWING Godôs Call will help you to: 

¶ Know, follow and serve Jesus in a fuller way 

¶ Fit togetheré family, work, church, & community 

¶ Receive personal, practical guidance from the Holy Spirit 

¶ Navigate lifeôs many transitions 

¶ Transform our world by participating in Godôs masterful plan 

¶ Experience Godôs presence more powerfully 

¶ Live with greater purpose 

¶ Integrate faith into all of life 

¶ Discover your unique potential 

¶ Use your spiritual gifts 

¶ Be empowered and equipped more fully by the Spirit 

¶ Spend your time & money wisely 

¶ Build meaningful relationships 

¶ Gain confidence 

¶ Most important, live a life worthy of Christ and his call! 

 

     All members of Hope are invited to a graduation  party for Dr. Alicia Cleaver!   The 
date is June 13 (Sunday) from 2 ð5 p.m.   The place is Bob and Janice Wessaôs in 
Ovilla (972 -617-7112).  There will be swimming, snacking and FUN as we congratulate 

Alicia on her big accomplishment!   
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GREAT Graduation Gift... Custom Designed 

A Life Worthy of the Call by Pastor Wendy. Find 

out about Godôs call for YOU. Discover answers  

             for: Who am I? &  What am I to 

       do?  Available from  Carolee,  

            Tammy  Hill or  Pastor Wendy 

 

 

Call Incorporated is featured in  the Luther 

Semnary magazine, The Story (spring edition) 

with a 30k+ distribution.  Article is posted.  

Copies of Call Inc. May newsletter are also 

available. 

  

             June 13 - 16 

         6- 8:30 PM 

         Free Meals Provided  

New Alarm System. 

Beginning Tuesday, 

June 1 the recently in-

stalled alarm system 

at Hope will be armed. If you 

have a key to the building, you 

need to be trained to disable the 

alarm before entering the build-

ing. Call the church office for 


