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Christmas 

 

ñThe shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had 

heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.ò  Luke 2:20 

December 24th  (at 6:00 PM and 10:30 PM.)    ñWhat they heard.  What they saw.  What 

we hear.  What we see.ò  Christmas Eve we will focus on the Luke 2:20.  We will let our-

selves go and celebrate the launching of the most important 33 years in human history. 

December 26th    The historical moment lines up, Herod the Great, Caesar Augustus, Quir-

inius, and an incredible star.  December 26th we will focus on Herod and the star that has 

made the world wonder.  Our liturgy and hymns will be full of Christmas carols.   During 

the sermon we will see a video about an interesting angle on the nativity star. 

January 2nd   We will continue to look at the historical players and listen to the worldôs pro-

test about those players and troublesome dates.  You will hear a response to the protest.  It 

was no small a beginning for this small child who was the largest person in the world.     

 

Pastor Joel 
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Advent Seriousness and Hopeôs Direction 
ñPrepare the way of the Lord, make straight paths for him.ò  Matt 3:3 

ñProduce fruit in keeping with repentance.ò  Matt 3:8 
 

 Questions were raised at the Hopeôs Direction forum on November 14th regarding I Cor. 5:9-11.  Questions 

are highly welcomed.  They help us know the kinds of things we need to be addressing.  The questions on the 14th 

made me realize I needed to give the scriptural subject of disassociating more attention.  I also realized I needed to 

work harder to show how I Corinthians 5 relates to II Thessalonians 3.  Here are the passages: 

 

  ñBut I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is  

 continually immoraléò  I Cor. 5:11     

  

 ñIf anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of him.  Do not associate with him, 

 in order that he may feel ashamed. Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.ò  II 

 Thess. 3:14   

 

 It was asked whether or not I Cor. 5:11 necessarily accused the disassociated party of being un-Christian.  

Secondly, I think there was a question about the posture and tone of the process of disassociation.  Just what does it 

mean to ñnot associateò with those bearing the name of brother and sister?  What posture and tone do these passages 

convey?  II Thess. 3:14 gives clear direction about both of these questions. 

 After St. Paul told the Thessalonians to disassociate with those not following sound teaching he then specifi-

cally told them the disassociated party was still a brother.   (ñébut warn him as a brother.ò)  This brother designa-

tion is not in name only as I Cor. 5:11 could be misconstrued to mean.  No.  These are brothers.   

  

 First lesson.  If we left the ELCA the members of the ELCA would still be our brothers and sisters.  

We would not be counting them as un-Christian.   

 But what about the tone and posture of disassociating?   Again, II Thess. 3:14 helps us here, along with the 

larger context of II Thess. 3. 

 II Thessalonians 3:14 instructs us not to count the disassociated party as an enemy. (ñYet do not regard him 

as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.ò) 

  

 Second lesson.  If we left the ELCA the members of the ELCA would not be counted as enemies.  This 

says a lot about the posture we are instructed to take. 

 But the context and language of II Thess. 3 instructs us even further about the tone of such a process. 

The word ñassociateò is made from a Greek word that means ñmix up together, or mingle.  Or, to have social rela-

tions, or join company.ò  (Greek English Dictionary, Liddell and Scott, p.52)  The New Testament adds a prefix to 

this word that means ñtogether or withò.  The prefix intensifies the original Greek word.  It could therefore be trans-

lated ñdo not mix together, togetherò  - just as we sometimes repeat a word in English to intensify it.  (ñYou mean 

now, NOW?ò)   This kind of intensification adds stress on the relational aspect of the phrase ñdo not associate/do not 

mix together, TOGETHER.ò   

 Paul is clearly concerned about relationships.  Disassociation distances us from the invariable lifestyle mes-

sage.  But disassociation is also for the party from whom we are disassociating.  (ñéin order that he may feel 

ashamed.ò  II Thess. 3:14)  Disassociation is not a license to be rude.  It needs to be done ï ñas much as it depends 

on usò ï in a manner that is for the other. 

 What kind of tone, then, does the phrase ñdo not associateò have?  The word itself is not in-and-of- itself a 

harsh exclusionary word.  The context would tell us this.  

 Paul provides clues to his tone with parallel synonym words and other comments in the context of II Thessa-

lonians 3.  

 ñI command you, brothers, to ñstay aloofò from every brother whoé does not live according to the teach-

ing you received from us.ò  II Thess. 3:6 

  

            continued on page 3é  
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Newsletter Articles Deadline  é 
for the next 2 months. The dates are:  

December 12  

January     16   

Please email your articles as an attachment  to: 

hopesecretary@sbcglobal.net 

 I retranslated the sentence from ñkeep awayò to ñstay aloof.ò  Both phrases are possibilities.  I chose ñstay 

aloofò because of the tone and connotations it carries.    One can be with another person and stay aloof.  It is done as 

we hold and communicate good boundaries.  

 ñStaying aloofò is a parallel concept to ñnot associating.ò  With this in mind perhaps we should choose the 

translation ñnot join company.ò 

 ñBut I am writing you that you must not ójoin companyô with anyone who calls himself a brother but is 

continually immoraléò  I Cor. 5:11       

 Just as one can ñstay aloofò from someone even while physically present with them, so one can be physically 

present with another and ñnot join company.ò  

  My parents are good examples of this.  One is a democrat.  One is a Republican.  Even while husband and 

wife, with all the togetherness that that means, they do not associate with each other politically.  Or, in the language I 

just used, they do not ñjoin companyò when it comes to politics.  They drive to the polls together.  Cancel each 

otherôs vote.  Then drive home together.  And they do this without being enemiesé with a tone of best wishes for 

the other (most of the time ï smile). 

 Similarly, to associate with one denomination and not another is to ñjoin companyò with one and not another.     

In the end, this process of Hopeôs Direction is a question about with whom we ñjoin company.ò 

  

 Third lesson.  If we left the ELCA we would ñjoin companyò with another Lutheran body.  But the tone 

can be done with self-differentiated good will towards the ELCA.    

 On the first Sunday of Advent, November 28th, we will meet a second time to talk about Hopeôs Direction.  

At first I wondered if we should put this off until after Christmas.  But then, the more I thought about it, I realized it 

was quite fitting to think together about repentance in Advent.  John the Baptistôs advent cry reminds us of this 

again. 

 So, we enter Advent with all the seriousness of the season.  We enter it repentantly ourselves.  And we enter 

it seeking Hopeôs Direction. 

 

Pastor Joel 
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Memorials and Designated Giving 

Below is a list of designated funds at Hope used to pay for expenses or support ministries not included in our annual 

budget. You may donate to any of the funds below by designating your offering or memorial to the appropriate fund. 

Numbers below are as of 11/30/2010. 

Fund Name Purpose Balance 
Donated 

YTD 

Altar Guild Extra expenses related to worship not covered in monthly operating 

budget. Examples of  items bought are new altar paraments and ban-

ners. 

$ 2,367.01 $ 413.35 

Bereavement Pay for food for funerals. $ 411.42 $ 0.00 

Briarwood Sent directly to Briarwood Retreat Center, the camping ministry of our 

synod, to support their ministry and operations. This fund balance is 

kept at zero. Money is sent in as it is received. 

$ 

$ 

0.00 

 

$ 565.36 

Cedar Hill 

Food Pantry 

Sent directly to the Cedar Hill Food Pantry. This fund balance is kept 

at zero. Money is sent in as it is received. 

$ 

$ 

0.00 

 

$ 1,348.00 

Computer  

Upgrades 

Upgrade computer equipment, including the computer in the sanctuary 

used for Sunday morning PowerPoint. 

$ 300.00 $ 100.00 

Council Used at the discretion of the Church Council. $ 100.19 $ 0.00 

Council-

Outreach 

Used at the discretion of the Church Council for outreach. $ 351.30 $ 0.00 

Front sign 

Flowerbed 

Maintain and improve the area around the front church sign. $ 622.24 $ 520.00 

Lawnmower Replace a worn-out lawn mower at church.  $ 1,805.00 $ 200.00 

Library Purchase new books as needed. $ 69.08 $ 75.00 

Lutheran 

World Relief 

Sent directly to Lutheran World Relief to support their ministry and 

operations. This fund balance is kept at zero. Money is sent in as it is 

received. 

$ 0.00 

 

$ 1,497.00 

Ministry  

Development 

Develop new ministries at our church. For instance, this Fund was 

used to send people to Stephenôs Ministry training. 

$ 2,241.82 $ 17.50 

Matt Cleaver 

Seminary 

Support tuition costs for Matt Cleaverôs seminary program. $ 

 

0.00 

 

$ 0.00 

Sierra Leone Sent directly to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sierra Leone to 

support their ministry and operations. This fund balance is kept at 

zero. Money is sent in as it is received. 

$ 

 

339.00 

 

$ 384..00 

Sound  

System 

Maintain and upgrade sound system.  $ 1258.22 $ 675.00 

Sunday 

School-

missions 

Used to support Nedie, a thirteen year old girl from Haiti that we have 

supported for many, many years through Compassion International. 

Our commitment is $38 a month.  

$ 103.46 $ 122.13 

Youth  

General 

General youth ministry expenses. Often used to give scholarships to 

youth who cannot afford to attend certain events. 

$ 261.50 $ 912.13 

Youth  

Mission 

Supports the cost of the summer youth mission trip. $ 1933.23 $ 883.40 



 

5 

 

Feed My Starving Children 

Pack Food for Starving Children Around the World 

Saturday, September December 4, Time TBA  

 

On Saturday, December 4, you are invited to participate in a 

one-of-a-kind event where you will be able to pack food to be 

sent around the world to children who are on the verge of star-

vation. The organization Feed My Starving Children (http://

www.fmsc.org/) is hosting a ñMobile Packing Dayò here in 

the metroplex.  

The location of the event is: 

Lovers Lane United Methodist Church 

9200 Inwood Rd  

Dallas, TX 75220  

This event is open to anyone in elementary age through 

adults. This is a great thing for a family to do together. You 

can work alongside one another to serve and feed children all 

around the world. In March a group of us went and packed 

around 50,000 meals in an hour and a half. It was truly an 

amazing experience. You can see video of our group packing 

in March at http://vimeo.com/13181631ðsee if you can spot 

us! 

Hopeôs Direction 

 

ñHopeôs Directionò is our key phrase for our 

current process of discerning whether we will 

leave the ELCA. Look for this phrase in the 

bulletin, newsletter, calendar, flyers, and web-

site to stay up-to-date on this important proc-

ess.  

The hub for all information relating to Hopeôs 

Direction is at our website, 

www.hopelutheran.net. There you can find: 

¶ Important dates 

¶ A place to submit your thoughts or ques-

tions 

¶ Documents handed out during meetings 

¶ Answers to common questions 

The apostle Paul told the ordinary everyday  

Christians of his time: ñI am earnestly calling you 

to walk in conformity with the calling to which you 

were called.ò  (Ephesians 4:1) Paul is saying, you 

have a call, now get to ité walk, act and live it.  

Find out how in Custom Designed A Life Worthy 

of the Call by Pastor Wendy  $14. 

Call Incorporated November E-Newsletter avail-

able in the Narthex (lobby). 

 

http://www.fmsc.org/
http://www.fmsc.org/
http://vimeo.com/13181631
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Sunday Schedule: 

Worship ~ 8:00 & 10:00 AM 

Adult Sunday School ~ 9:00 AM  

Panera Womenôs Book Study ~ 9:00 AM 

 

Wednesday Nights:  December 1 ~ 15 

5:30-6:30 PMðReconfirmed (high school) 

5:45ðPizza Dinner ($3 per person) 

6:00-7:15ðConfirmation (7-8th grade) 

6:15-7:00ðSilent Worship & Prayer 

6:30-7:15ðChimes Choir (children-adults) 

7:15-8:30ðTimothy Project Bible Study 

7:30-8:30ðAdult Choir 

 

 2010 Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4   

5 Christmas Program 

Rehearsal 9:15 AM 

6 7 8 9 10 11 Ladies Annual 

Christmas Brunch 

10 AM 

12  Christmas Cantata 

8 & 10 AM 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

 

 

 

20 21 22  No Wednesday 

Activities  

23 24 Candlelight Services 

6:30 & 10:30 PM 

25 Christmas Day 

26  Christmas Carol 

Liturgy 

& Music 

No SS. 

27 28 29No Wednesday 

Activities  

30 31 Newôs Years Eve 1  New Yearôs Day 
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Time for 

Christmas Poinsettias! 

Be  sure  to  sign  up  for 

your  Christmas   Poinsettias  

in   the   Narthex.  By buying  a  

vibrant  red poinsettia  plant,  youõll  be 

able to help in the colorful decorating of our 

Sanctuary with the poinsettias thru the Christmas  

Eve Service.   Afterwards,  take it  home  to  beautify 

your own Home.  Order now to reserve your poinsettia. 

Please  make you  check out to Hope Lutheran  Church 

And mark it POINSETTIA in the memo.  Drop it in 

Karine Samerõs box or the offering plate by 

December 19th 

Altar Guild 

Thanks YOU! 

Be  sure  to  sign  up   
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Prayers and Words of Encouragement 
 

Homebound Residents 
 

Janet Dinwiddie 

Park Manor ~ Rm. 405B 

207 E. Parkerville Road 

DeSoto, TX 75115-6251 

972.223.6016 
 

Recovering  ~  Back Surgery 

Park Manor  

Fran Christensen 
207 E. Parkerville Road 

DeSoto, TX 75115-6251 
 

George & Jackie Milyo 

2600 Parkview Lane #138 

Bedford, TX 76002-7989 
 

In the hospital ~  none 

 

Recovering at home ~  
 

Lila Barnett ~ Recovering from knee replacement 

2809 Oriental Ave. 

Midlothian, TX 76065-6763 

972.775.4297 

lilaleebarnett@yahoo.com 

 

Mark Hill ~ Recovering from broken legs 

7840 Clark Court 

Ovilla, TX 75154-5560 

972.617.7264 

Mark_alan_hill & yahoo.com 

 

Ed Longstreet 

1513 Cripple Creek Court 

DeSoto, TX 75115-5300 

214.230.3506 

illinoistexans@sbcglobal.net 

 

John Moltz 

2431 Clearview Drive 

Midlothian, TX 76065-5459 

972.723.2932 

Jmoltz@aol.com 
 
 

Susan Rushing 

832 Hickory Knob Circle 

Cedar Hill, TX 75104-7804 

972.291.1760 

smzrushing@aol.com 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Bob Sparr 

P. O. Box 405 

DeSoto, Texas 75154-1452 

bob752@yahoo.com 

 

Paula Wooley ~ Recovering from knee replacement 

4221 Kristie Court 

Midlothian, TX  76065-7045 

972 

775 

3083 

wooley@swbell.net 
 

 
These members appreciate your prayers  
and words of encouragement. 
 

Marv & Fran Christensen 

812 Vince Lane 

DeSoto, TX 75115-4410 

972.223.5172 

marvinchristensen@att.net 

FCintx@att.net 
 

Norman Emmons  

2210 Stafford Drive 

Arlington, Texas 76012-4141 

817.461.4540 

n-emmons@sbcglobal.net 
 

Dick and Joanna Snow 

1771 County Club Blvd 

Mansfield, TX 76063-6607 

817.729.1688 

mjsnomom@aol.com 
 

Friends of Hope 
 

Denise Eibel & Family 

1084 Rosewood Drive 

Grapevine, TX 76051  

 

 

 

Our homebound members and friends enjoy visits, calls and cards.  

Please take a few minutes out for those who can no longer get out 

and about. 
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       Do you need more info  

               about what is      

going on at Hope  

or 

      Do you want to join  

            our prayer warriors? 

 

     To join the Hope Member list, please 

     send an email to:Hope-Member-  

                  subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 
 

    To join the prayer warriors, send an email to Hope  

              -Prayer-subscribe@yahoogroups.com. 
 

         In both cases, you will receive an email in re               

        turn. Simply respond to it by clicking the reply 

                                          key.  

? ? 

? 

? ? 
? 

All women are invited to attend the Hope Womenôs annual Christmas Brunch at Cresthaven 

Village Center on December 11.  The meal will be catered by Judy Knoll and ladies are in-

vited to bring finger desserts. 
 

A silent auction will be held and women are encouraged to contribute items for auction.  Pro-

ceeds from the auction and a free will offering will go to our annual Christmas gifts to the 

missionaries our church supports.  
 

Because Thrivent Financial no long offers matching funds, the fall tea was not held and funds are needed to 

meet our commitments to our missionaries.  The Gaultney family, who are members of our church, is cur-

rently in England where Victor is involved with Wycliffe Bible Translators, Debbie Bunting is headquar-

tered in Colorado Springs where she produces educational Christian films, and the Gerharts are spreading 

the word of Christ in South Africa. 
 

 

 

December Anniversaries  

Kobey & Stephanie Juergens  12/01 

Sam & Marcia Drane  12/10 

John & Candy Moltz  12/16 

Victor & Sara Gaultney  12/22 

John & Kelly Johnson  12/28 

 

 

December Birthdays 

Erin Slayton  12/01 

Kathy Purkiss  12/01 

Rachel Yedlowski  12/06 

Alicia Cleaver  12/08 

Ed Longstreet  12/08 

Deanna Gibson  12/12 

Richard Grace  12/21 

Angie Sparr  12/24 

Janet Dinwiddie  12/27 

Barbara Hawkins  12/28 

Diane Nickel  12/25 

 

 

mailto:Hope-Member-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:Hope-Member-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:Hope-Prayer-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:Hope-Prayer-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
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Growing Your Faith:  Call to Know, Follow & Serve Jesus 
 

Last Day of Sunday School: December 19.  

Last Day for Wednesday Night Activities: December 15.  

Adult, Youth & Kids  Sunday School:  9:00 AM  

Adult Sunday School  

¶ November 28 ðHopeôs Direction. Another question and discussion forum will be held at 9 AM 

during the Sunday school hour. 

¶ December 5 ðChristmas Cantata Rehearsal. No childrenôs Sunday school this morning. 

¶ Identity, led by Pastor Joel .  We will be looking at our identity. We have many angles in our 

identity. My Christian identity is in fact the most important identity I have. The other identities 

are less important but nevertheless impacting. We will take some time to look at our identities 

so that we can understand their weight in our lives, reevaluate their place in our lives, switch 

priorities if necessary, and find rest and a home in Godôs good Word to us. The class will neces-

sarily look at our inheritance in the scriptures and the place of baptism in our lives. Come find 

rest for your soul. 

¶ Panera Womenôs Group. All women are welcome. This group meets at the Panera Bread Res-

taurant at Highway 67 and Pleasant Run in the Target shopping center. 
 

Other Spiritual Growth Opportunities  
¶ Timothy Project Bible Study , Wednesday evenings, 7:15-8:30 PM. Taught by Pastor Wendy.  

Over a three year period of time, you will: 
¶ You will read through the entire Bible and study portions as you go. 
¶ Learn to hear God personally speak to you through his living, active word.  Incredible! 
¶ Learn various spiritual disciplines so that you may know Jesus as a profound friend 
¶ Learn to pray 
¶ Learn to study the Bible in a faithful in-depth manner 

No Bible knowledge or experience needed. Participate as you desire. We will study the early 

part of the Old Testament this year as well as parts of the New Testament.  Newcomers wel-

come! 

¶ Wednesday Evening Prayer and Communion, 6:15-7:00 PM Wednesdays. Come for silent 
prayer in our prayer chapel. Prayer guides, Bibles, and journaling supplies are made available 
for you so that you can spend meaningful time in prayer listening for God. Each evening closes 
with anointing with oil and Holy Communion. 

¶ Womenôs Faith Circleðmeets the second Tuesday of the month, 7:30 pm at the church.  
Come for fellowship, devotions, and Bible study led by Carolee Juergens.  All women of the 
church are welcome. 

¶ Small (Spiritual Formation) Groups ðDevelop faith relationships.  Talk about faith and real 
life. To explore an interest in becoming a part of a group, see Pastor Joel or Matt Cleaver. 

  

Daily Devotionals and Study Resources   

Available on the table in the church lobby. Take one! 
¶ Christ in our Home ðAvailable quarterly, this devotional has daily Scripture readings, thoughts 

and prayers. 

¶ Daily Texts ðWritten to last the whole year. Scriptures are given for you to read daily over the 

course of 2010. 

¶ The Wise Economy of Your Life:  Balancing Time and Money ðThis resource outlines scrip-

tural principles for creating freedom and versatility as you ñspendò your time and money. 
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Christmas Cantata & Play  

December 12, at the  

8 & 10:00 am 

Services 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services    

 6:00 & 10:30 PM 

 


