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On the Eve of the Wedding 

 

It was Thanksgiving break and I was glad to be home from the University of Minnesota.  

I went for a walk down an Iowa country road with my dad and told him about this girl I 

had met.  “If she is that good, don’t let her get away,” he said.  Good advice. And I did-

n’t. 

Less than a year later I went for another walk with my dad.  It was mid-morning on my 

wedding day.  We were both very happy. 

Now it is the eve of Stefan’s wedding.  I couldn’t be happier, for Stefan, for Alexandra, 

for the siblings of both, for our families, for the many great friends.  Marriage is never 

just about two people.  It is always a community event.  

Two weeks after Stefan’s wedding Wendy and I are going to go on a cruise with Amara 

and Jeff and Jeff’s parents, Jay and Becky.  I have always dragged my feet when anyone 

mentioned a cruise.  But time spent with these four fabulous people (five when I include 

Wendy) changed my heart.  I am looking forward to the time with each of them, espe-

cially Wendy…   marriage is good. 

Marriage between man and woman IS good.  It brings about layers of depth that we 

would have never expected.  It is God’s gift to all peoples throughout the world.  “He 

sends rain on the just and the unjust.”  

Hold it up, church.  It is worth trumpeting!   

 

         Pastor Joel 
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INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM: 

From November, 2016: 

Hope has taken in $  112,723 

Hope has spent $  121,995 

Net Income  $   < 9,272>  

Available for operations $ 8,082 

Adult Sunday School 

Habakkuk 

 

Habakkuk.  Pronounced “Ha Back’ Cook” (emphasis on Back)   We probably know little about it.  But it gives us 

the source of Paul’s quote in Romans, “The just shall live by faith.”  So it is well worth Lutherans delve into this lit-

tle-known prophet. 

Come this January as we study.  Its three chapters is a perfect length since we will only have three weeks for class in 

January, the 8th, 22nd and 29th.  

Habakkuk’s honesty will refresh you as he tells God what he thinks, asks his questions, and expresses his true feel-

ings.  He is a great example for us. 

Join us at 9:00 AM in the fellowship hall.   

January 1st No Sunday School 

January 8th chapter one 

January 15th No Sunday School.   Pastor on a cruise 

January 22nd chapter two 

January 29th chapter three 

January Semi-Annual Meeting 

January 29th 

January 29th, just after the 10:00 am worship service, in 

the fellowship corridor, we will have our first semi -

annual meeting of 2017.  

The 2017 budget is the main body of agenda.   
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 How will YOU intentionally invite Jesus to “transform and train” you as His disciple? 
 

DEVOTIONALS are available on the Narthex (lobby) table! ALL NEWCOMERS are WELCOME!  
 

SUNDAYS: 

 ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL, 9 AM  

 

TUESDAYS:  

 TIMOTHY PROJECT BIBLE Study: Tuesday mornings, 10AM 

  Dec. 20, 27 & Jan. 3; Resuming on Jan. 10 
 Reading and Studying the entire Bible over three years: This year, we will be studying the pro-

phetic writings of the Old Testament. No Bible experience needed. Taught by Pastor Wendy. 
 Recognize the personal practical voice of Jesus in His word.  

 Learn a simple thorough study method to fully understand Scripture. 

 Listen and Get to Know Jesus! Practice Praying! NEWCOMERS are always welcome.  

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so 

that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (hence, the name: “Timothy Project” Bible Study) 

 

THURSDAYS: 

 THE APPRENTICE SERIES: Growing with Jesus in the Good and Beautiful Community 

 Thursdays, 7PM: No Study: Dec. 22, 29 & Jan. 5; Resuming on Jan. 12 

 Using Scripture, soul training exercises, comfortable conversation, we will continue on with our stud-

ies and now will begin the third book in the series: “The Good and Beautiful Community” by 

James Bryan Smith (available on Amazon). This is an awesome opportunity to deepen your prayer 

life, hear personally from Jesus in His word and allow Him to transform our relationships into His 

image, will and ways. NEWCOMERS are always welcome! 

 

NALC (North American Lutheran Church) TRAINING: 

Great opportunities to grow in being an effective person, continuing the mission and ministry of Jesus! Pastor 

Wendy has been coordinating and facilitating many of these webinars. You can view past webinars at this link as 

well as other video resources: http://nalcnetwork.com/good-news/goodnews-media. 

In 2016, here were some of the topics: 

 Faith Webbing: Body of Christ youth ministry pioneered by my former seminary advisor 

 Church Planting 

 Necessity of the Holy Spirit, Prayer and Discipleship (6 webinars) 

 Senior Ministry 

WATCH for more opportunities in the new year! Check the NALC website or we will try and keep you posted! 

 

LCMC (Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ) Three Days of Prayer: Jan. 3-5, 2017 

 

 

TIME OF QUIET: Recognizing Jesus Speaking to You! Stay tuned for date and time!  Do you know how to rec-

ognize the personal practical voice of Jesus? In John 10:4, Jesus taught: “the sheep follow the good shepherd, for 

they know his voice.” Jesus speaks His word to us in four ways: written word (Scriptures), spoken word, (e.g., 

preaching), revealed word (“still small voice”), and the “Word made flesh.” Sometime soon, we will spend a day, 

listening for Jesus’ personal practical voice and using time-tested practices that have been used throughout history 

for recognizing Jesus’ personal voice. 

 

If needed, contact Pastor Wendy (pastor.wendy@sbcglobal.net) or Pastor Joel! 

http://nalcnetwork.com/good-news/goodnews-media
mailto:pastor.wendy@sbcglobal.net
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The poinsettias lending their 

beauty to the 

  Sanctuary during the  

Christmas service were given by: 

The Barnett Family 

The Foster Family 

The Juergens Family 

The Longstreet Family 

The Moltz Family* 

Valerie Peterson 

The Pleasants Family 

The Radke Family 

The Strand Family 

 The York Family 

 
*Given in memory of John and Candy 

Moltz’s families. 

Go to Germany in 2017! 500th Anniversary of the Reformation 

In 2017, it will be 500 years since Martin Luther posted 95 ideas (theses) for debate on the church door in a small 

town in Germany in 1517, launching what is known as the “Reformation.” 

 

You are invited! 

The trip dates are April 24 – May 4 2017. Pre-trip dates to Italy are April 20-24. 

A unique and amazing opportunity awaits you to travel with Dr. Walter Sundberg, retired professor of Church His-

tory from Luther Seminary of St. Paul, MN. You could plan your own tour, but you would not be able to travel to 

these sights aided by the insights of a very dynamic, thoughtful and knowledgable teacher like Dr. Sundberg. Dr. 

Sundberg will teach at all the Reformation historical sites. He will also teach on a pre-trip to Rome, Florence and 

Venice, recounting the history leading to the Reformation. The trip will end in Berlin. Throughout the trip, conver-

sation will be encouraged to consider the implications of the Reformation insights for our time. In the midst of the 

trip, “Martin and Katy Luther” played by Johan and Sonja Hinderlie will be offering humorous and insightful dra-

mas along the way. Johan and Sonja are the retired directors of Mount Carmel Ministries, a Lutheran Bible camp 

and former summer campus of Lutheran Bible Institute, located in Alexandria, MN. Pastors Joel and Wendy have 

been asked to be a part of tour to Germany in 2017. More detailed information along with registration information is 

available on our website at: 

http://www.hopelutheran.net/2016/01/28/go-to-germany-in-2017-500th-anniversary-of-reformation/ 
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Tuesday Morning: Timothy Project         10:00AM 

Thursday: The Apprentice Series   7:00 PM 

No Apprentice Series on 1st Thursday of the month. 

Friday: Hope Prayer Time at Church  10:00 PM 

Sunday Schedule: 

Sunday School  ~ 9:00 AM * 

Worship ~ 10:00 AM  

First Sunday of each Month: 

Intergenerational Sunday School ~ 11:15 AM* 

* No Sunday School on the January 1st. 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 Faith Circle 

7:30 pm 

11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 Semi–

Congregational 

Meeting 

30 31     

LCMC Three Days of Prayer 
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Prayers and Words of  
Encouragement 

Our homebound members and friends enjoy 

visits, calls and cards.  Please take a few min-

utes out for those who can no longer get out 

and about. 

 

There are no January Anniversaries 

                          Birthdays 

Abby Letternmaier  01/02 

Marian Black  01/05 

Barbara York  01/07 

Kathy Still  01/11 

Candy Moltz  01/21 

Brenda Kenyon  01/23 

Lori Luster  01/26 

Recovering at home ~  

Wayne Eastman 

614 West Ridge Drive 

Duncanville, Texas 75115-3176 

 

Gail Riggins 

1217 Reeves Lane 

Cedar Hill, Texas 75104-7307 

214.546.6119 

gail.riggins@yahoo.com 

 

In the hospital ~  no one 

These members appreciate your prayers and 

words of encouragement. 
 

Marian Black 

Horizon Bay 

355 W. Westchester Pkwy, #A207 

Grand Prairie, TX 75052 

214.235.0371 
 

Marv Christensen 

812 Vince Lane 

DeSoto, TX 75115-4410 

972.223.5172 

Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net 

 

Herb Fechner 

235 Pleasant Run Road, Apt. 117 

Cedar Hill, TX 75104-5439 
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Psalm 4:8 

8 
In peace I will lie down and sleep, for you 

alone, LORD, make me dwell in safety.  

Contributor:  Kathy Longstreet 

 

Adult Lutherans Organized for Action 

Dear Senior Fest Friends, 
  

Christmas is nearly here -- and Senior Fest is 

not far behind!  . . .   Our keynote speaker 

is Rev. Dr. Russell Vardell, a Luther scholar 

and pastor of First United Lutheran Church in 

Dallas.  In observance of the 500th anniver-

sary of the Reformation, he will speak on the 

topic "Luther for Today."  Seven workshops 

are also being offered for your edification 

and inspiration -- you may choose three to 

attend.   
  

The Senior Fest is planned for the last Satur-

day in February [the 25th].  We will be at a 

new location.  Our thanks to Resurrection Lu-

theran Church in Plano for hosting our event 

this year.   
  

After the New Year celebrations, I will send 

this information to you again in another for-

mat that will enable you to register by email 

if you wish.  Please feel free to share this in-

formation with friends and groups in your 

congregation.   
  

May your celebrations of Christ's birth be 

filled with joy and peace. 
  

Dennis Schurter 
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