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We need a vision for each area of our life. Here is part of mine.
Church: See each person living out their call from God. If we do this we are successful.
Pastor: Release people into their call.
Personal: Finish a story which I have had in mind for years… which I have been
actually writing these last three years. It has gone through drastic changes in the
writing process and evaluation process. Thanks to those who have played a part.
Now I am close to completion.
What is your vision for your life? “Without a vision the people perish.” Go for
it!
(For a little inspiration look at the lyrics of a song I have written. It is called
“Talking to Myself.” But perhaps it will talk to you too.)

Pastor Joel

Mission Statement: To discover and respond to our call

TO KNOW JESUS

TO FOLLOW JESUS
in unique ministries.

TO SERVE JESUS

Talking to Myself

by Joel Berthelsen

I’ve got something to say
To you, today; (talking to myself, talking to myself)
But I wonder now, do you want to hear? (talking to myself)
I’ve got tickets for show,
For you to go; (to myself)
But when the previews start, you disappear. (to myself)
Running, you go… running for shadows,
Dreaming of hero…
Always the hero.
So hard to find.
Am I wasting my precious time? (talking to myself)
Running, you go
Chasing approve,
Not from who you oppose,
But from your circo.
Can’t catch your mind.
Am I wasting my precious time? (talking to myself)
I’ve got something to say to you today,
But I’m wondering now... (talking to myself)
I see dreams to chase… others to erase.
But it’s time sort it out. (to myself)
Cuz you know a dream’s a terrible thing to waste.
And you know that soon or later there comes a day.
Put your pen to paper.
Stop waiting for later.
One foot forward, then the other again.
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(talking to myself)

Day Care Q&A
May 7, 9:00 am
Our Second Day Care Question and Answer session will be at 9:00 am on May 7th.

Pastor Joel

Adult Sunday School

We will continue to studying the Book of Acts for adult Sunday School.
May 7

No Sunday School…

(Day Care Q&A time)

May 14

Chapter 13

May 21

Chapter 14

May 28

No Sunday School… (holiday)

May Semiannual Meeting
May 28
May’s Semiannual Meeting will be May 28th, just after the 10:00 am worship service. Because
some details are fluid at this moment please see the coming letter for needed details about the
agenda.

Pastor Joel
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How will YOU intentionally invite Jesus to “transform and train” you as His disciple?
DEVOTIONALS are available on the Narthex (lobby) table! ALL NEWCOMERS are WELCOME!
SUNDAYS:
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL, 9 AM Continuing … The “ACTS of the Apostles!” Come and be inspired
by this powerful book from God’s Word!
TUESDAYS:
TIMOTHY PROJECT BIBLE Study: Tuesday mornings, 10AM
Soon, we will recess for the summer.
 Reading and Studying the entire Bible over three years: This year, we will be studying the
prophetic writings of the Old Testament. No Bible experience needed. Taught by Pastor Wendy.
 Recognize the personal practical voice of Jesus in His word.
 Learn a simple thorough study method to fully understand Scripture.
 Listen and Get to Know Jesus! Practice Praying! NEWCOMERS are always welcome.
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training
in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
Timothy 3:16-17 (hence, the name: “Timothy Project” Bible Study)
THURSDAYS:
THE APPRENTICE SERIES: Thursdays 7PM; Soon, we will recess for the summer.
Growing with Jesus: Good & Beautiful Community
 Using Scripture, soul training exercises, comfortable conversation, we will continue on with our
studies and the third book in the series: “The Good and Beautiful Community” by James
Bryan Smith (available on Amazon). This is an awesome opportunity to be equipped and become a more effective “kingdom” person, deepen your prayer life, hear personally from Jesus in
His word and allow Him to transform your relationships into His image, will and ways. NEWCOMERS are always welcome!
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL: JUNE 6-8 (Tentative Dates) … SEE BELOW. More info will be coming.
Pastor Joel suggested Vacation Bible School as a format for some training and teaching that we have
desired to do for a while. If we are unable to find workable dates, we will try to complete both of these
this fall at the latest!
 June 6 & June 8: PRAYER MINISTRY: Prayer, Anointing with Oil & Laying on of Hands
A request was made recently for another training session for prayer ministers, both for new people and
as a refresher for the approximate thirty people who were trained several years ago. Prayer ministry
training will be held over two evenings. Offering prayer for people, anointing with oil and laying on of
hands are powerful scriptural practices that have been used throughout time. The living God uses these
practices to heal, empower and fill people with confidence, encouragement and boldness. In this training, we will both study the Holy Scriptures and try out what we are learning.


June 7: LISTENING: Recognizing Jesus Speaking to You! Do you know how to recognize the personal practical voice of Jesus? In John 10:4, Jesus taught: “the sheep follow the good shepherd, for they
know his voice.” Jesus speaks His word to us in four ways: written word (Scriptures), spoken word,
(e.g., preaching), revealed word (“still small voice”), and the “Word made flesh.” During our time together, we will wait and listen for Jesus to speak, using time-tested practices that have been used
throughout history for recognizing Jesus’ personal voice.

If needed, contact Pastor Wendy (pastor.wendy@sbcglobal.net) or Pastor Joel!
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22 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;
his mercies never come to an end;
23 they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
24 “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul,
“therefore I will HOPE in him.”
Lamentations 3:19-24
Many years ago, a friend of mine felt hopeless in the midst of several miscarriages. Bitterness was
nearby. In her desperation, she prayed: “Lord, if you are real, please give me HOPE.” This was a turning point in her life as she began to see the living Jesus at work in her life.
Remember … we the people of God … our name is “HOPE” Lutheran Church. With the living God
and through His Son Jesus, we always have living HOPE no matter what comes our direction. We
have “living” hope because Jesus our Lord has risen from the dead, is alive right now and able to raise
us from the dead also.
Recently in our Timothy Project Bible Study, quite frequently, the Lord has been speaking to us about
“HOPE.” We are now in the third year of the 3-year cycle of reading and studying the entire Bible. In
the third year, we cover the prophetic history and the prophets of the Old Testament. A prophet is a
mouthpiece for God. The living God uses their voice to speak a direct word to His people, even you
and me.
Recently we were in the book of Lamentations. In Lamentations, the people of God are lamenting their
sorry state. Because of their waywardness, the Lord has allowed a foreign wayward power to capture
them and drag them away from their homeland to a place of utter discouragement. They are bitter,
depressed, destitute, suffering, in the midst of hardship and even feeling as if God has abandoned
them. However right in the middle of their lament (in Hebrew, the middle oftentimes contains the most
significant message), they recall something to mind and therefore find HOPE:
Remember my affliction and my wanderings,
the wormwood and the gall!
20 My soul continually remembers it
and is bowed down within me.
21 But this I call to mind,
and therefore I have HOPE:
22 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;
his mercies never come to an end;
23 they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
24 “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul,
“therefore I will HOPE in him.”
Lamentations 3:19-24
In spite of all that might be happening all around, there is only one place to find real HOPE.
Lord Jesus Christ, let us not put our HOPE in anyone or anything, but you. In your powerful name,
AMEN
“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul,
“therefore I will HOPE in him.”
Lamentations 3:24
Pastor Wendy
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My favorite verses is:
Galatians 2:20
20

I have been crucified with Christ and I no
longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I
now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me.”

Contributor: Nina Griggs

Anniversaries
Stephen & Stephanie Dahl

5/27

Birthdays
INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM:
From May, 2017:
Hope has taken in
Hope has spent

$ 29,023
29,954

Net Income

$

<931>

Available for operations $5,579
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Dolores Liberatore
David Still
Herb Fechner
Nina Griggs
Scott Clark

5/06
5/06
5/13
5/13
5/30

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5 Cinco de

6

Mayo

7 Day Care Q
& A 9am

8

9 Faith Circle
7:30 pm

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Sunday Schedule:
Sunday School ~ 9:00 AM
**No Sunday School May 28th
Worship ~ 10:00 AM
Children’s Sunday School ~ 11:15 AM
First Sunday of each month

Tuesday Morning: Timothy Project 10:00AM
Thursday: The Apprentice Series
7:00 PM
**No Apprentice Series on first Thursday of the
month.**
Friday: Hope Prayer Time at Church 10:00PM
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Return Service Requested
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