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An Advent Sermon
From the first Sunday in Advent, 2017

“Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down!” Is. 64:1

Isaiah’s day was like ours.
War was not actively happening.
But rumors of war were in the air.
Syria (Assyria) had already rolled through.
Iraq (Babylon) was rumbling from a distance.
And God had allowed Syria
to knock down the towers of the vineyards & orchards in the hinterland.

Israel’s response was…
“We will rebuild! We will come back stronger!”
“How the bricks have fallen. We will rebuild with stones.” Is 9:11

These were the same words used after our own 911… after our towers fell.
Three times those very words (ironically from Is. 9:11) were quoted;
Once by Johnathan Edwards before a Congressional Caucus,
(Continued on page 2.)
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Once by Tom Daschle before Congress
And later again by President Obama.
“We will rebuild. We will come back stronger!”

Isaiah knew this sentiment… and he doubted it.
What is God saying to us in the post 911 world?

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down!
These words should become our own.
But few in high places seem prepared to say it.
You would think with the latest
More than ‘peccadillos’ in the news
Members of Government would say it,
and media members, be it from the news media or Hollywood media, would say it.
You would think they would say,
“Oooops, I guess we should have been following God’s ways.”
But I have not heard anyone from high places saying anything like this.
Instead, they take lessons from the apology experts, teaching them
how to apologize, just so, for the desired effect, i.e. that it would just all go away.
In light of this kind of insincerity, Isaiah asks, “How can we be saved? All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us
away. No one calls on your name or strives to lay hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us and have
given us over to our sins.” Is 64:5-7

It is in this light that Isaiah speaks…
(Continued on page 3.)
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(Continued from page 2.)
“Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down!” Is.64:1
God would answer Isaiah’s prayer, but not how Isaiah expected it.
“O that you would rend the heavens and come down… (and Isaiah continued on)… that the mountains would tremble before you. As when fire set twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, come down to make your name known to you
your enemies and cause the nations to quake before you! Is 64:1-2
Isaiah had Saini in mind… when the mountain shook and thunder and lightning and thick cloud astonished all the
people.

Instead God said, “I WILL COME DOWN… and this is what it will look like…
It will look like a child in a manger in a barn.
All of Jerusalem, along with King Herod, will be disturbed by the news that this royal child is born. Herod will deceptively ask that the magi return to tell him exactly who the boy is. Herod will then rage that the magi did not
come back and will send his armies to kill all boys under two years old. Rachel will weep for her children.
The family will flee to Egypt… and then return to settle in Nazareth.
And the Good News sung by angels will be forgotten by most.
The boy will grow up and not emerge until 30 years old, when a voice in the wilderness would
shake the whole land. “REPENT!”
The Lord… having come down from heaven… would then more so shake up the whole land. The temple would
shake as the money changers would watch their tables overturned and would run avoiding a lashing, driven out of
the temple with chords.
The Lord… having rent the heavens and come down… would then REND sickness and the power of the evil one.
His words would shake the ‘powers at be’.
The ‘powers at be’ would hate him and send him up a mountain called Golgotha to
get rid of him.

And, there on that mountain, Isaiah’s prayer would be answered. The mountain would shake… a fire would be lit
in the middle of the day because the sun would suddenly cease shining.
And there, on that small but earth shaking mountain, God would make his name known to all people…
“I am Jesus, your Savior!”
This is our God, who is a potter, and as a potter has a right to shape the clay; but, he waits for the clay to grant him
entrance before he comes in and does his work.
(Continued on page 4.)
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(Continued from page 3.)
But who wants the hands of the potter on and in their lives???
Many are glad he went back to heaven and hasn’t been seen since.
They want to apologize just enough to get people (and God) off their backs so they can continue with the façade that
they are good.

Who is praying that the Lord will now again rend the heavens and come down?? First “the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light; stars will fall and even heavenly bodies will be shaken.” Mark 13:24

Who is praying for this?? All those who know their righteousness is filthy rags…
That is who.
Who is praying for this?? All who know that he rent the heavens and came down to save us… that is who.

Who is praying that he will again rend the heavens and come down???
All who are vexed by lies and deception, vexed by aborted lives, and unfettered greed.

May it now NOT be true that “no one calls on his name.” Is 64:7
“Come Lord Jesus… clean our filthy rags… shape our lives by your potter hands… and set our hearts ablaze with
your fire!
Come do your work, until you come again through the heavens.”

Pastor Joel
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December Adult Sunday School
This Advent we will prepare for the birth of Jesus by reading
the birth narratives of Gospels, in the order they were written.
December 3

Matthew

December 10 Luke
December 17 John
(Mark begins his narrative after Jesus has already grown up.)
December 24 No Sunday School
December 31 No Sunday School

Christmas Eve
Service at
7:30 PM
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Following Jesus as His DISCIPLE
How will YOU intentionally invite Jesus to “transform & train” you?
How are you intentionally growing as a DISCIPLE, an apprentice or student of Jesus himself? Consider the acronym
at the following link. Each letter represents a facet of being transformed and trained by Jesus himself. Which facet is
most needed in your life? How will you grow in that facet?
DISCIPLE LINK:
http://www.hopelutheran.net/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/DISCIPLE-Acronym-cright.pdf
Being a disciple is not about earning our Lord’s love and salvation for that's available for free if one wants it. Being
a disciple and follower of Jesus is lifelong. It requires, "a long obedience in the same direction," with daily perseverance.
NEWCOMERS are ALWAYS WELCOME to all opportunities!
SUNDAYS:
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL, 9 AM Studying God’s powerful Word, the Holy Scriptures!
Come and be inspired by God’s Word!
TUESDAYS:
There will be no Timothy Project Bible Study on Dec. 19, 26 and Jan. 2!
TIMOTHY PROJECT BIBLE Study: 10am Taught by Pastor Wendy
 We will be reading mostly in the New Testament over this school year.
 Reading & Studying the entire Bible over three years: No Bible experience needed.
 Recognize the personal practical voice of Jesus in His word.
 Learn a simple thorough study method to fully understand Scripture.
 Listen and Get to Know Jesus! Practice Praying! NEWCOMERS are always welcome.
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
Timothy 3:16-17 (hence, the name: “Timothy Project” Bible Study)
WEDNESDAYS:
There will be no Apprentice Study on Dec. 20, 27 and Jan. 3!
THE APPRENTICE SERIES: 7 pm, Led by Pastor Wendy
Growing with Jesus: The Good & Beautiful God
Using Scripture, soul training exercises, comfortable conversation, we will continue on with the Apprentice series by James Bryan Smith (available on Amazon). This is an awesome opportunity to be equipped
and become a more effective “kingdom” person, deepen your prayer life, hear personally from Jesus in
His word and allow Him to transform your relationships into His image, will and ways.
If needed, contact Pastor Wendy: pastor.wendy@sbcglobal.net or 214-477-0429!
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One of my favorite verses is:
Psalm 34:4: "11
4

I sought the LORD, and He heard me,
And delivered me from all my fears. "

Contributor: Anandi Mohan

INVESTING IN THE
KINGDOM:
From November, 2017:
Hope has taken in $ 100,337
Hope has spent

$ 100,962

Net Income

$

<625>

Available for operations $ 9,220
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December Anniversaries
John & Candy Moltz
Victor & Sara Gaultney
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12/16
12/22

December Birthdays
Rachel Reed
Ed Longstreet
Richard Grace

12/06
12/08
12/21

Prayers and Words of
Encouragement
Recovering at home ~
John Moltz
2431 Clearview Drive
Midlothian, Texas 76065-5459
972.723.2932
jmoltz@alon.com
In the hospital ~ no one
These members appreciate your prayers and
words of encouragement.

Marian Black
Marv Christensen
812 Vince Lane
DeSoto, TX 75115-4410
972.223.5172
Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net

Our homebound members and friends enjoy
visits, calls and cards. Please take a few minutes out for those who can no longer get out
and about.

Carol Newman
401 Shadowwood Trail
Red Oak, Texas 75154-1425
972.217.1463
Email: swissmiss1927@att.net
Gail Riggins
1217 Reeves Lane
Cedar Hill, Texas 75104-7307
214.546.6119
Gail.riggins@yahoo.com
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1 ***

2 Ladies Christmas
Brunch
10am

3 Advent Begins 4

5

6*

7 **

8 ***

9

10

11

12 No Faith Circle

13 *

14 **

15 ***
Heralds Deadline

16

17 Council
Meeting

18

19

20 No Timothy
Project

21 No Apprentice Series

22 No Hope
Prayer Time

23

24 Christmas
Eve
Service
7:30pm

25

26

27 No Timothy
Project

28 No Apprentice Series

29 No Hope
Prayer Time

30

31 New Years
Eve

1

2

3 No Timothy
Project

4 No Apprentice
Series

Sunday Schedule:
Sunday School ~ 9:00 AM
Worship ~ 10:00 AM
First Sunday of each Month:
Intergenerational Sunday School ~ 11:15 AM
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Tuesday Morning: *Timothy Project
10:00AM
When: **The Apprentice Series
7:00AM
Friday: ***Hope Prayer Time at Church 10:00 PM
No Timothy Project ~ December 19 & 26
No The Apprentice Series ~ December 20 & 27

Adult Lutherans Organized for Action
North Texas ALOA SeniorFest 2018 will be held Saturday, February 24. The location is Resurrection Lutheran
Church in Plano. http://www.rlcplano.org/. It is an easy-to-drive-to location – about a 45-minute drive from our church.
The Keynote speaker is The Rev. Dr. Tim H. Robinson, currently on staff at Brite Divinity School. Workshops will include:
Millennials and Creation – Tom Couser has over 45 years of working with teens, young adults, and their families. His
workshop will explore the unique perspective that Millennials (those born in 1980-2000) have when it comes to God’s
creation. He will discuss how the church can reach out to this generation.
God’s Joy at Creation and Now – Ken Holdorf is Director of Senior Adult Ministry at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in
Carrollton. He also serves on the Board of Directors for ALOA. This workshop explores these questions: What gives
God joy? Does God have a sense of humor? Did Jesus ever laugh? Do you believe that laughter is the best medicine?
What gives you greater joy?
Better Choices – Better Health – Kirsten Kaae is a retired nurse and hospice care provider. Currently, she focuses her
energy on promoting the quality of life for our older population. Her workshop emphasizes that being “seniors” does not
mean we suddenly have to become models of healthy living, but we can make choices that enhance our physical, mental,
and emotional health without sacrificing enjoyment.
Creation as God’s Work-Our Hands – Bill Irons is our Senior Fest host, pastor of Resurrection Lutheran Church. The
Word of God has much to say about the “care of creation.” In this workshop Pastor Bill will share a primer on the Lutheran doctrine and language on this vital and current issue.
Creating Treasures out of Trash – Casey Ekert finds taking care of the earth comes naturally. This eco-conscious artist
developed her passion while working at a children’s hospital in California. She will teach attendees how to make beautiful and useful gifts from greeting cards. You may bring several of your own cards; Casey will have some available as well.
She will display other items made from recyclables.
Community Gardening – Gene Gumfory is a member of Denton Bible Church and a Denton business owner. In 2009 he
started DBC’s Shiloh Field Community Garden, following Jesus’ instructions in Matt. 14:16, “You give them something to
eat.” Gene will discuss the Garden’s mission and methods for sharing God’s bounty with others.
Reimagining Christian Faith to Care for Creation – Tim Robinson, our primary speaker, will discuss personal and faith
community-based practices for caring for God’s creation. As awareness grows of the negative impacts on earth’s ecosystems, how do Christians live faithfully in times like these?
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