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From Saul to David  

God is doing a new thing. Do you not perceive it? I am not 

a prophet. I am a teacher who is fueled by the Word of God, 

motivated by its truth, driven by its agenda. So do not take 

this article as a prophecy. Take it as an observation as we begin a new year, 

2018.  

This did not just spring up overnight. This has been bourgeoning for a millen-

nia. It has been in view for a half a millennia; but is accelerating at a new pace.  

We are moving from a Saul system to David system. As background for what I 

am saying read First and Second Samuel.  

Saul was the first king of Israel. He came about because the people of Israel 

clamored for a king. (I Samuel 8) They wanted to be like the nations around 

them. (8:19)  

For several centuries the church had no king but Jesus. But with Constantine 

we began to move toward a Saul system, fueled by a Saul like individual, Con-

stantine. Saul started off good. The Holy Spirit was placed upon him. (10:12) 

But he was going to move away from this Spirit empowered leadership to an 

institutional mindset. Israel was told where it would go. (8:10-18) But the peo-

ple clamored for it anyway.  

It wasn’t long before Saul gave more time to organizing than to hearing and 

obeying God’s word. It isn’t that he didn’t want God’s word at all. But he 

wanted it in the mix of things, not as the driving force. What God commanded 

him to do through Samuel the prophet, he disobeyed. (chapters 11 & 13)  

The history of negative popes personified this Saul attribute: rich, sacrificial 

over-against obedient. (15:22) Saul became more reasonable than spiritual.                                                                 

      (Continued on page 2.) 
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And when he saw people who were spiritual (for instance as in David, the singer of spiritual songs, 

16:16-16) he USED them, rewarding and favoring those who supported him, chiefly his son Jonathan 

and his wider family and servants. He allowed his people to be defenseless, not bearing arms (13:16-

22); which, as he and his chosen ones had arms, made him more powerful in the common people’s con-

trast.  

The Saul system makes people dependent on the leader, not God. God, more and more, became a tool 

towards an end… and if that tool didn’t produce desired results they moved to curses (14:24) and out-

right divination (28:8) – as an example of this just look at the institutional church in Central and South 

America. In the end Saul was moved by jealousy, not love; all the while claiming to worship God, and 

in some twisted way did worship God at times.  

Contrast Saul with David.  

David also began with the Spirit coming upon him. But David remained chiefly moved by the Holy 

Spirit throughout his life. David did not organize to bolster himself. He organized towards spiritual 

ends. He taught and organized people how to play spiritual music to the end of true worship. We are 

blessed with his fruit as is found in the book of Psalms, our chief prayer book.  

He was not a big building builder. His chief building, the temple, he never built himself. He only 

planned for it and saw it from a distance. And as such, we are that same unseen building, made up of 

living stones, which he saw from a distance.  

David was about the kingdom, and the promise of the kingdom. And he knew that kingdom was to be 

found in one of his sons. And he saw, as through a veil, that that son was to sit at God’s right hand and 

that he would be called Lord. David taught his men to fight, mostly toward righteous ends, though he 

was a sinner and therefore did not always keep this clear. He slew Goliath and tamed demons in his 

master through the Spirit. And remember, God is sometimes called a song in the scriptures, so even 

David’s song was a brush with the Living God. We fight a spiritual battle as well.  

Neither Saul nor David were sinless. But David was humble and repentant. Saul was arrogant and re-

pented when he thought it would buy him more of what he wanted.  

What a contrast these two are! And we are in a time of moving, more and more, towards a David system 

and away from a Saul system. This is not without turmoil. Even Saul’s followers joined him in the at-

tempt to corral David. Even now, denominational institutions fire away at their perceived enemies. Pas-

tor Wendy and I were labeled “schismatic” and were commanded not to minister with our Lutheran 

brothers and sisters.  

But even with this, David led the way: he always called Saul “the Lord’s Anointed,” and refused to take 

pot-shots at him. This should be our posture as well.  

          (Continued on page 3.) 
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The institutional church is the Lord’s anointed. God will continue to use it to His ends and to His 

glory, doing mighty things, bringing salvation and redemption. And at the same time God is moving 

us towards a David system. Go with Him. Move with Him. Do not resist. Welcome His Lordship. 

Trust His headship; he is not muddling. Our God is on the move, under the banner of the Son of 

David.  

        Pastor Joel 

Semiannual Congregational Meeting 

January 28 

The first of our semiannual congregational meetings will take place 

January 28th just after the 10:00 am worship service. The agenda for 

this meeting will be to pass a budget for 2018.   

           

      Pastor Joel 
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Following Jesus as His DISCIPLE 

 

How will YOU intentionally invite Jesus to “transform & train” you? 
 

How are you intentionally growing as a DISCIPLE, an apprentice or student of Jesus himself? Consider the acronym 

at the following link. Each letter represents a facet of being transformed and trained by Jesus himself. Which facet is 

most needed in your life? How will you grow in that facet? 

 

DISCIPLE LINK: 

 http://www.hopelutheran.net/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/DISCIPLE-Acronym-cright.pdf 

 

Being a disciple is not about earning our Lord’s love and salvation for that's available for free if one wants it. Being 

a disciple and follower of Jesus is lifelong. It requires, "a long obedience in the same direction," with daily persever-

ance. 

 

NEWCOMERS are ALWAYS WELCOME to all opportunities! 

 

SUNDAYS: 

 ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL, 9 AM Studying God’s powerful Word, the Holy Scriptures! 

 Come and be inspired by God’s Word! 

 

TUESDAYS: 

Resuming  on Jan. 9! 

 TIMOTHY PROJECT BIBLE Study: 10am Taught by Pastor Wendy   

 Reading & Studying the entire Bible over three years: No Bible experience needed. 

 Recognize the personal practical voice of Jesus in His word.  

 Learn a simple thorough study method to fully understand Scripture. 

 Listen and Get to Know Jesus! Practice Praying! NEWCOMERS are always welcome.  

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 

so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

Timothy 3:16-17 (hence, the name: “Timothy Project” Bible Study) 

 

WEDNESDAYS: 

Resuming on Jan. 10! 

 THE APPRENTICE SERIES: 7 pm, Led by Pastor Wendy 

 Growing with Jesus: The Good & Beautiful God  

Using Scripture, soul training exercises, comfortable conversation, we will continue on with the Appren-

tice series by James Bryan Smith (available on Amazon). This is an awesome opportunity to be equipped 

and become a more effective “kingdom” person, deepen your prayer life, hear personally from Jesus in 

His word and allow Him to transform your relationships into His image, will and ways. 

 

If needed, contact Pastor Wendy: pastor.wendy@sbcglobal.net or 214-477-0429! 

http://www.hopelutheran.net/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/DISCIPLE-Acronym-cright.pdf
mailto:pastor.wendy@sbcglobal.net
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Adult Bible Study 

Book of Malachi 

 

This January we will study one chapter a week from the Book Malachi, the last book of the Old Testa-

ment.   

The name Malachi means “messenger.”  It is in this book we hear God say, “I will send my mes-

senger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are 

seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you de-

sire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty.”  

It is a great book to read coming out of Advent and Christmas and into Epiphany.  It is a cross-over 

book, the last book of the old Testament bridging to the New Testament, written around the same time, 

maybe a little earlier, maybe a little later, than Ezra and Nehemiah,  when Israel was trying to get back 

on its feet after the exile.   

It is a great book for us to read as we are getting on our feet for the new year. 

January 07 Malachi 1 

January 14 Malachi 2 

January 21 Malachi 3 

January 28 Malachi 4 
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INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM: 

From  November, 2017: 

Hope has taken in $  107.408 

Hope has spent $  111,747 

Net Income  $  <  4,339> 

Available for operations $2,547 

Hope Lutheran has become a home to Joe and I.  We love you 

very much. And your friendship we cherish.  

We want to thank you for remembering us and your generosity 

at this Christmas season. We will put it to good use.  

  Blessings and love, Karine & Joe Samer  
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Sunday Schedule: 

Sunday School  ~ 9:00 AM  

Worship ~ 10:00 AM  

First Sunday of each Month: 

Intergenerational Sunday School ~ 11:15 AM 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 New Years Day 2  No Timothy 

Project  

3 No Apprentice 

Series 

4  5 Friday Night 

Prayer 10pm 

6 

7 Adult SS 

studying  

Malachi 1 

8 9 Timothy Pro-

ject 10 am 

Faith Circle  

7 pm 

10 Apprentice 

Series 7pm 

11  12 Friday Night 

Prayer 10pm 

13 

14 Adult SS 

studying  

Malachi  2 

15 16  Timothy Pro-

ject 10 am 

17 Apprentice 

Series 7pm 

18  19 Friday Night 

Prayer 10pm 

20 

21 Adult SS 

studying  

Malachi 3 

22 23 Timothy Pro-

ject 10 am 

24 Apprentice 

Series 7pm 

25  26 Friday Night 

Prayer 10pm 

27 

28 Adult SS 

studying  

Malachi 3     

Congregational 

Meeting 

29 30 Timothy Pro-

ject 10 am 

31 Apprentice 

Series 7pm 
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Prayers and Words of Encouragement 

Our homebound members and friends enjoy 

visits, calls and cards.  Please take a few min-

utes out for those who can no longer get out 

and about. 

 

Homebound Residents 

Marian Black 

Horizon Bay 

355 W. Westchester Pkwy, #A207 

Grand Prairie, TX 75052 

214.235.0371 
 

Marv Christensen 

812 Vince Lane 

DeSoto, TX 75115-4410 

972.223.5172 

Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net 
 

 

Send Us Your Favorite or 

Most Significant Bible Verses 
 

Each month we are featuring, in the Hope Women’s 

Page, Bible Verses that the ladies of Hope consider 

a favorite or as significant in their lives. We would 

like you to share your verses with our readers. 

Please send your verses to Karine Samer at hopese-

cretary@sbcglobal.net or leave it in her mail box at 

church. 

 

Recovering at home ~ 

John Moltz 

2431 Clearview Drive 

Midlothian, Texas 76065-5459 

972.723.2932 

jmoltz@alon.com 

 

In the hospital ~   

Carol Newman 

401 Shadowwood Trail 

Red Oak, Texas 75154-1425 

972.217.1463 
Email: swissmiss1927@att.net  

 

These members appreciate your prayers and 
words of encouragement. 

 

Marian Black 

Marv Christensen 

812 Vince Lane 

DeSoto, TX 75115-4410 

972.223.5172 

Email address: marvinchristensen@att.net 

 

Gail Riggins 

1217 Reeves Lane 

Cedar Hill, Texas 75104-7307 

214.546.6119 

Gail.riggins@yahoo.com 
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Romans 8:38-39 

Contributor:  Rose Janke 

 

There are no January Anniversaries 

                      Birthdays 

Abby Lettenmaier  01/02 

Barbara York  01/07 

Kathy Still  01/11 

Candy Moltz  01/21 

Brenda Kenyon  01/23 

Lori Luster  01/26 

Keith Pleasants  01/28 

 

 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor 

life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, 

nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor 

height nor depth, nor any other created thing, 

shall be able to separate us from the love of God 

which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
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Adult Lutherans Organized for Action 

North Texas ALOA SeniorFest 2018 will be held Saturday, February 24.  The location is Resurrection Lu-

theran Church in Plano.  http://www.rlcplano.org/.  It is an easy-to-drive-to location – about a 45-minute 

drive from our church.   

The Keynote speaker is The Rev. Dr. Tim H. Robinson, currently on staff at Brite Divinity School.  Workshops 

will include:   

Millennials and Creation – Tom Couser has over 45 years of working with teens, young adults, and their fami-

lies.  His workshop will explore the unique perspective that Millennials (those born in 1980-2000) have when 

it comes to God’s creation.  He will discuss how the church can reach out to this generation. 

God’s Joy at Creation and Now – Ken Holdorf is Director of Senior Adult Ministry at Prince of Peace Lu-

theran Church in Carrollton.  He also serves on the Board of Directors for ALOA.  This workshop explores 

these questions:  What gives God joy?  Does God have a sense of humor?  Did Jesus ever laugh?  Do you be-

lieve that laughter is the best medicine?  What gives you greater joy? 

Better Choices – Better Health – Kirsten Kaae is a retired nurse and hospice care provider.  Currently, she 

focuses her energy on promoting the quality of life for our older population.  Her workshop emphasizes that 

being “seniors” does not mean we suddenly have to become models of healthy living, but we can make choices 

that enhance our physical, mental, and emotional health without sacrificing enjoyment. 

Creation as God’s Work-Our Hands – Bill Irons is our Senior Fest host, pastor of Resurrection Lutheran 

Church.  The Word of God has much to say about the “care of creation.”  In this workshop Pastor Bill will 

share a primer on the Lutheran doctrine and language on this vital and current issue. 

Creating Treasures out of Trash – Casey Ekert finds taking care of the earth comes naturally.  This eco-

conscious artist developed her passion while working at a children’s hospital in California.  She will teach at-

tendees how to make beautiful and useful gifts from greeting cards.  You may bring several of your own 

cards; Casey will have some available as well.  She will display other items made from recyclables. 

Community Gardening – Gene Gumfory is a member of Denton Bible Church and a Denton business owner.  In 

2009 he started DBC’s Shiloh Field Community Garden, following Jesus’ instructions in Matt. 14:16, “You give 

them something to eat.”  Gene will discuss the Garden’s mission and methods for sharing God’s bounty with 

others. 

Reimagining Christian Faith to Care for Creation – Tim Robinson, our primary speaker, will discuss personal 

and faith community-based practices for caring for God’s creation.  As awareness grows of the negative im-

pacts on earth’s ecosystems, how do Christians live faithfully in times like these? 

http://www.rlcplano.org/
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